
PLANNING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 
 
         Approved Minutes 
 
DATE:  March 10, 2026 
 
TIME:  10:47 a.m. 
 
PLACE:  Fillmore Street Complex 
 
PRESENT: Jim Barry, Jordan Jorritsma, John Teeples, Jacob Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Philip 

Kuyers.  (6) 
 
ABSENT:  Allison Miedema. (1) 
 
   SUBJECT: PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

1. John Schultz-Grand Haven Township 
2. Bobbi Sabine-Grand Haven 
3. Steve Rice-Crockery Township 

    
SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
PP 26-014 Motion: To approve the agenda of today. 
  Moved by: Jorritsma    UNANIMOUS 
    
  SUBJECT: CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 
  
PP 26-015 Motion: To approve the minutes from the February 10, 2026, Planning and Policy 

Committee.  
 Moved by: Jorritsma    UNANIMOUS 
 

SUBJECT: BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 
 
PP 26-016 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners an intergovernmental 

agreement with Holland Charter Township for administration of brownfield 
redevelopment projects. 

 Moved by: Jorritsma     
 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: John Teeples, Phil Kuyers, Jacob 

Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Jordan Jorritsma, Jim Barry. (6) 
 

SUBJECT: AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION EASEMENT PROGRAM 
 
PP 26-017 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Agricultural 

Conservation Easement Program agreement between Ottawa County and the United 
States Department of Agriculture. 

 Moved by: Jorritsma    UNANIMOUS 
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  SUBJECT: PURCHASE OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS SCORING CRITERIA 
 

PP 26-018 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the 2026 Purchase of 
Development Rights Scoring Criteria. 

 Moved by: Kuyers    UNANIMOUS 
 
  SUBJECT: PUBLIC HEALTH PLAN OF ORGANIZATION 
 
PP 26-019 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Ottawa County 

Department of Public Health Local Plan of Organization for Cycle 9. 
 Moved by: Kuyers    MOTION PASSED 
 
  SUBJECT: IN-HOUSE LEGAL SERVICES RESTRUCTURING PROPOSAL 
 
PP 26-020 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the creation of a 

Director of Legal Affairs position to be posted immediately upon Board approval. 
 Moved by: Kuyers 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Phil Kuyers, Jacob Bonnema, Kendra 

Wenzel, Jordan Jorritsma, John Teeples, Jim Barry. (6) 
 
  SUBJECT: MACATAWA RIVER INTERCOUNTY DRAIN EASEMENTS 
 
PP 26-021 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Macatawa River 

Intercounty Drain easements associated with Hawthorn Ponds, Paw Paw Park and 
Adams Street Landing; and to authorize the Parks Director to take such actions as are 
necessary to implement the intent of the Board in this matter. 

 Moved by: Kuyers    UNANIMOUS 
 
  SUBJECT: IDEMA EXPLORERS TRAIL BASS RIVER SEGMENT 
 
PP 26-022 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the contract with 

NexGen Construction in the amount of $1,036,825.20 for construction of Phase One of 
the Bass River Segment of the Idema Explorers Train, and to authorize the Parks Director 
to take all actions necessary to implement the intent of the Board in this matter.  

 Moved by: Kuyers 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, 

Kendra Wenzel, Phil Kuyers, John Teeples, Jim Barry. (6) 
  
  SUBJECT: IDEMA EXPLORERS TRAIL ALLENDALE SEGMENT 
 
PP 26-023 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners an application to the 

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund for funding assistance to construct the Allendale 
Segment of the Grand River Greenway, Idema Explorers Trail; to adopt the required 
resolution; and to authorize the Parks Director to take such actions as are necessary to 
implement the intent of the Commission in this matter. 

 Moved by: Jorritsma 
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The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: John Teeples, Kendra Wenzel, Phil 
Kuyers, Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, Jim Barry. (6) 

  
  SUBJECT: ROSY MOUND EXPANSION 
 
PP 26-024 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the contract with 

MCSA Group in the amount of $78,475.00 for design and engineering services for Phase 
I improvements at the Rosy Mound Expansion Area, and to authorize the Parks Director 
to take all actions necessary to implement the intent of the Board in this matter. 

 Moved by: Jorritsma 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: John Teeples, Phil Kuyers, Jordan 

Jorritsma, Jacob Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry. (6) 
 
 Commissioner Bonnema left the meeting at 11:36 a.m. 
 
  SUBJECT: TUNNEL PARK RENOVATIONS 
 
PP 26-025 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners an application to the 

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund for funding assistance on the Tunnel Park 
Renovation Project; to adopt the required resolution; and to authorize the Parks 
Director to take all actions necessary to implement the intent of the Commission in this 
matter. 

 Moved by: Jorritsma 
 

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jordan Jorritsma, John Teeples, Phil 
Kuyers, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry. (5) 

 
  SUBJECT: NORTH OTTAWA DUNES EXPANSION 
 
PP 26-026 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners a resolution 

authorizing submission of a Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant application for 
the North Ottawa Dunes Expansion Acquisition Project; expressing the County’s intent 
to provide up to 50% local match, not to exceed $3,253,880, toward a total project cost 
of up to $6,507,760, and to authorize the Parks Director to take such actions as 
necessary to implement the intent of the Commission in this matter. 

 Moved by: Jorritsma 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jordan Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Kendra 

Wenzel, John Teeples, Jim Barry. (5) 
 
SUBJECT: DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
1. Ottawa County Road Commission Update-Brett Laughlin, Director, and Ken Hildebrand, gave 

an update on their winter maintenance. 
 

2. Ratified Contracts-Patrick Waterman, County Administrator led a conversation on “process 
versus policy” regarding Ratified Contracts. 
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SUBJECT: HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES UPDATES 
 

1. Community Mental Health-Dr. Michael Brashear, CMH CEO, had to leave early, but he sent 
the report digitally to all the members of the Committee. 

 
2. Department of Health & Human Services-Kendra Spanjer, DHHS, had to leave early, but her 

physical report was handed out to all the members of the Committee. 
 
  SUBJECT: PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
   None. 

 
SUBJECT: ADJOURNMENT 

 
The chairperson called for adjournment at 12:26 p.m. 


