
APPROVED 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE OTTAWA COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
APRIL SESSION – FIRST DAY 

 
The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners met on Thursday, April 30, 2026, at 9:03 
a.m. and was called to order by the Chairperson. 
 
The prayer was pronounced by Commissioner Zylstra. 

 
Chairperson Brugger led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
Present at roll call:  Jordan Jorritsma, Doug Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Joe Moss, Kendra 
Wenzel, John Teeples, Sylvia Rhodea, Philip Kuyers, Josh Brugger, Allison Miedema.  (10) 
 
Absent: James Barry. (1) 

 
Correspondence 

 
A. Customer Service Awards-Chairperson Brugger presented Customer Service Awards 

to Deputy Evan Potter, Sheriff’s Office, and Tavia Renkema, Clerk/Register’s Office. 
 

B. Sheriff’s Commendation Awards-Sheriff DeBoer presented several Sheriff’s 
Commendation Awards for their service during a nationally recognized 100 car pile 
up on I196. The awardees are Deputy Ryan Beering, Investigative Support Special 
Greg Carlson, Deputy Jessica Davidson, Deputy Josh Dehoag, EOC Leah Delano, 
Animal Control Deputy Kris De Wit, Deputy Brandon Fisk, Deputy Tristan Gerbers, 
Lieutenant Derek Gerencer, EOC Director Lou Hunt, Lieutenant Nick Knott, Deputy 
Zach Martinie, Sergeant Josh McCarthy, Deputy Maher Nasif, Deputy Ben Norris, 
Deputy A.J. Rietberg, EOC Chris Saddler, Deputy Jim Scholma, EOC Derek Schroeder, 
Captain Jake Sparks, Sergeant Michael Tamminga, Deputy David Thompson, Deputy 
Brian Tucker, Deputy Adam Vandis, Sergeant Tyler Van Doeselaar, Captain Eric 
Westveer. 

 
C. Legislative Update-Bob DeVries, GCSI, gave an update. 

 
D. Prosecuting Attorney’s Office 2025 Annual Report-Sarah Matwiejczyk, Prosecuting 

Attorney, presented the 2025 Prosecuting Attorney’s Office Annual Report. 
 

Commissioner Barry joined the meeting at 9:30 a.m. 
 

E. 20th Circuit and Probate Court’s Annual Report-Judge VanAllsburg, Chief Circuit 
Court Judge, and Susan Franklin, Court Administrator, presented the 2025 20th 
Circuit and Probate Court’s Annual Report. 

 
F. Equalization Department’s 2025 Annual Report-Brian Busscher, Equalization 

Director, presented the 2025 Equalization Department’s Annual Report. 
 

G. 2026 Ottawa County Equalization Report-received for information only. 
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H. Land Bank Authority 2025 Annual Report- received for information only. 

 
Public Comments 
 
Public comments were made by the following: 
 
1. Tom Nieboer-Coopersville-Public Health Employee-Union Representative 

2. Ken Schreur-FOC Investigator-Union Representative 

3. Greg Coil-Spring Lake 

4. Jenny White-Holland 

5. Becca Larson and her mother Trisha-Grand Haven 

6. Sarah Lewakowski-Spring Lake 

7. Elizabeth Brubaker-Holland Township 

8. Amanda Jonas-Grand Haven 

9. Peter Bogaart-Holland Township 

10. Peter Everts-Holland  

11. Kate Armstrong-Grand Haven Township-FOC Investigator-Union Representative 

12. Dan Zimmer-Port Sheldon Township 

13. Bruce Greenlee-Park Township 

14. Sheila Dettloff-Holland Township 

15. Brandi Mitchem-Holland Township 

16. Becky Patrick-Allendale Township 

17. Karen Obits-Spring Lake 

 

Online Public Comments 

 

  Experienced technical difficulties. 

 

B/C 26-068 Joe Moss moved to approve the agenda as amended. 
 
 Motion B/C 26-068 passed. 
  

B/C 26-068a Allison Miedema moved to add a Discussion Item under #11 Additional Business 
to talk about the Water Resources Commissioner and Treasurer’s additional 
compensation.  

  
Motion B/C 26-068a passed by the following votes: Yeas: Joe Moss, Jim Barry, 
Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, 
Jordan Jorritsma. (8) 

 
  Nays: Phil Kuyers, John Teeples, Josh Brugger. (3) 
 
  This will be item 11B. The current B & C will be C & D. 
 
 Consent Resolutions 
 

Doug Zylstra requested to move Consent Items 7H to Action Item 8G.  
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B/C 26-069 Joe Moss moved to approve the following Consent Resolutions as presented: 
 

A. To approve the meeting minutes of the March 24, 2026, Board of Commissioners 
work session. 
 

B. To approve the meeting minutes of the March 24, 2026, Board of Commissioners 
meeting. 

 
C. To approve the meeting minutes of the April 14, 2026, Board of Commissioners 

work session. 
 

D. To approve the general claims in the amount of $22,259,837.95 as presented by the 
summary report for March 1, 2026, through March 31, 2026. 

 
E. To approve the FY2026 budget adjustments per the attached schedule. 

 
F. To approve the 2026 Ottawa County Equalized values and to appoint the 

Equalization Director to represent Ottawa County at State Equalization Hearings. 
 

G. To approve the 2026 Ottawa County Equalized values Form 4037C for each 
jurisdiction within the County. 

 
Motion B/C 26-069 passed by the following votes: Yeas: Sylvia Rhodea, John Teeples, 
Doug Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Jordan 
Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Josh Brugger. (11) 

 
Action Items 
 
Public Hearing – CMH Millage and Parks & Open Space Millage 

 
B/C 26-070 Jordan Jorritsma moved to open the Public Hearing at 11:03 a.m. to receive comments 

on the proposed CMH Millage and Parks & Open Space Millage. 
 

Motion B/C 26-070 passed. 
 
Public Comments 
 
1. Bob Davis-Georgetown Township 
2. Sheila Dettloff-Holland Township 
3. Kelly Ruffing-Robinson Township 
4. Lisa Greenwood-City of Grand Haven 
5. Caleb Higgins-Holland Township 
6. Gwen Voss-Spring Lake 
7. Elizabeth Brubaker-Holland Township 
8. Katie Oswald-City of Holland 
9. Barbara Lee-City of Grand Haven 
10. Vonnie VanderZwaag-Olive Township 
11. Rosalee Austin-City of Holland 
12. Kelly Rice-Crockery Township 
13. Gordon Gallagher-Spring Lake Township 
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14. Allison Shamblin-City of Ferrysburg 
15. Nick Smith-Parks Coordinator-Parks Department 
 
Online Public Comment 
 
1. Kimberly Wittenmyer-Executive director of the Holland Drop In Center 

 
 
B/C 26-071 Joe Moss moved to close the Public Hearing at 11:38 a.m. on the proposed CMH Millage 

and Parks & Open Space Millage. 
 
 Motion B/C 26-071 passed.  
 
B/C 26-072 Allison Miedema moved to take a 10-minute break at 11:38 a.m. 
 
 Motion B/C 26-072 passed. 
 
 Chairperson Brugger called the meeting back to order at 11:48 a.m. 
 
B/C 26-073 Phil Kuyers moved to adopt the resolution approving the ballot language to place the 

renewal and restoration of the ten (10) year 0.30 mill dedicated millage for Community 
Mental Health on the August 4, 2026 ballot; the renewal and restoration of the ten (10) 
year 0.33 mill dedicated millage for the Parks and Open Space on the August 4, 2026 
ballot; and placing the ten (10) year 0.20 mill increase dedicated millage for the Parks 
and the Open Space on the November 3, 2026 ballot. 

 
B/C 26-073a Joe Moss moved to divide this motion into three separate motions: 1. To adopt 

a resolution approving the ballot language to place the renewal and restoration 
of the ten (10) year 0.30 mill dedicated millage for Community Mental Health on 
the August 4, 2026 ballot. 2. To adopt a resolution approving the ballot language 
for the renewal and restoration of the ten (10) year 0.33 mill dedicated millage 
for the Parks and Open Space on the August 4, 2026 ballot. 3. To adopt a 
resolution approving the ballot language to place the ten (10) year 0.20 mill 
increase dedicated millage for the Parks and the Open Space on the November 
3, 2026 ballot. 

 
Motion B/C 26-073a passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jacob Bonnema, John 
Teeples, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss, 
Phil Kuyers. (8) 
 
Nays: Jordan Jorritsma, Doug Zylstra, Josh Brugger. (3) 

 
B/C 26-074 Phil Kuyers moved to adopt a resolution approving the ballot language to place the 

renewal and restoration of the ten (10) year 0.30 mill dedicated millage for Community 
Mental Health on the August 4, 2026 ballot. 

 
Motion B/C 26-074 passed by the following votes: Yeas: Phil Kuyers, Joe Moss, Allison 
Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, Doug Zylstra, John Teeples, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia 
Rhodea, Jordan Jorritsma, Josh Brugger. (11) 
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B/C 26-075 Joe Moss moved to adopt a resolution approving the ballot language for the renewal 
and restoration of the ten (10) year 0.33 mill dedicated millage for the Parks and Open 
Space on the August 4, 2026 ballot. 

 
Motion B/C 26-075 passed by the following votes: Yeas: John Teeples, Doug Zylstra, Phil 
Kuyers, Jim Barry, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Jacob 
Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Josh Brugger. (11) 

 
B/C 26-076 Phil Kuyers moved to adopt a resolution approving the ballot language to place the ten 

(10) year 0.20 mill increase dedicated millage for the Parks and the Open Space on the 
November 3, 2026 ballot. 

 
 Motion B/C 26-076 passed by the following votes: Yeas: Doug Zylstra, John Teeples, 

Jordan Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Jacob Bonnema, Josh Brugger. (7) 
 
 Nays: Allison Miedema, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss, Kendra Wenzel. (4) 
  
B/C 26-077 Jordan Jorritsma moved to ratify all contracts on the Ratification Report pursuant to the 

County’s Contracting policy. 
 
 Motion B/C 26-077 passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jordan Jorritsma, Jim Barry, Joe 

Moss, Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, Jacob Bonnema, John Teeples, Josh Brugger. (8) 
 
 Nays: Allison Miedema, Sylvia Rhodea, Kendra Wenzel. (3) 
 

B/C 26-077a Allison Miedema moved to remove Contract #2970 from the ratification report 
to vote on separately. 

 
Motion B/C 26-077a failed by the following votes: Nays: Phil Kuyers, Jordan 
Jorritsma, John Teeples, Jacob Bonnema, Jim Barry, Josh Brugger. (6) 

 
Yeas: Kendra Wenzel, Joe Moss, Doug Zylstra, Sylvia Rhodea, and Allison 
Miedema. (5) 

 
B/C 26-078 Jordan Jorritsma moved to approve the revised Investment Policy for a first reading. 
 
 Motion B/C 26-078 passed. 
   
B/C 26-079 Joe Moss moved to approve the new Artificial Intelligence Policy for a first reading with 

the change of revisiting the policy every 1 year. 
  

Motion B/C 26-079 passed.  
 

B/C 26-080 Jordan Jorritsma moved to approve the new Remote Work Policy for a first reading as 
amended. 

 
Motion B/C 26-080 passed by the following votes: Yeas: Phil Kuyers, Joe Moss, Kendra 
Wenzel, Jim Barry, Doug Zylstra, John Teeples, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Jordan 
Jorritsma, Josh Brugger. (10) 
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Nays: Allison Miedema. (1) 
 

B/C 26-080a Allison Miedema moved to add a Section C under Procedure – Reporting-To 
read: Department Heads will submit a report to Administration for Board of 
Commissioner review each year, showing numbers of hours worked remotely in 
their department. 

 
Motion B/C 26-080a failed by the following votes: Nays: Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, 
Jacob Bonnema, Doug Zylstra, John Teeples, Josh Brugger. (6) 
 
Yeas: Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Jordan 
Jorritsma. (5) 

 
B/C 26-080b Doug Zylstra moved to amend paragraph 2 under Policy to put a period after 

department head and remove “for any reason at all and with or without notice”. 
 
 Motion B/C 26-080b failed by the following votes: Nays: Sylvia Rhodea, John 

Teeples, Jacob Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Jordan 
Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Josh Brugger. (10) 

 
 Yeas: Doug Zylstra. (1) 
 
B/C 26-080c Joe Moss moved to amend paragraph 2 under Policy to add “or no reason” after 

the statement “for any reason”.  
 
 Motion B/C 26-080c passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jacob Bonnema, 

Jordan Jorritsma, John Teeples, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, 
Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss, Phil Kuyers, Josh Brugger. (10) 

 
 Nays: Doug Zylstra. (1) 
  

B/C 26-081 Jordan Jorritsma moved to approve the recommendation for Ottawa County to adjust 
positions, pay grades, and the wage scale, as recommended, to maintain a competitive 
position in the marketplace, and to authorize the County Administrator to make 
individual wage adjustments, as warranted.   TABLED 
 

B/C 26-081a Sylvia Rhodea moved to not vote on motion B/C 26-081 today and to schedule a 
work session to further discuss the wage study.  WITHDRAWN 

 
B/C 26-081b Doug Zylstra moved to amend motion B/C 26-081 to add back Step 8 to the pay 

structure.       WITHDRAWN 
 
B/C 26-081c Joe Moss moved to table motion B/C 26-081. 
 
 Motion B/C 26-081c passed by the following votes: Yeas: John Teeples, Jim 

Barry, Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, Kendra 
Wenzel. (7) 

 
 Nays: Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, Jordan Jorritsma, Josh Brugger. (4)  
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 Committee Reports 
 
 None. 
 

Public Comment 
 

1.  Jason Shamblin-City of Ferrysburg-Parks Director 

 

  Additional Business 

 

A. Discussion on Consumers Energy Deep Well Injection Public Hearing –Chairperson 

Brugger said that the question today is if the Board wants to take action on 

encouraging the EPA to do a public hearing on the deep well injection. Discussion 

took place with the Commissioners.  

 

B/C 26-082 Jim Barry moved to have the Board instruct the Chairperson to draft a letter to the EPA 

to support Port Sheldon Township and Consumers Energy’s request to hold a public 

hearing regarding Consumers Energy’s Deep Well Injection proposal. 

 

 Motion B/C 26-082 passed by the following votes: Yeas: Doug Zylstra, John Teeples, 

Jordan Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia 

Rhodea, Kendra Wenzel, Josh Brugger. (10) 

 

 Nays: Joe Moss. (1) 

 

 Commissioner Kuyers left the meeting at 1:34 p.m. 

 

B. Discussion on Elected Officials Compensation-Commissioner Miedema started off 

the conversation by voicing her concerns regarding the discussion that was had at 

the Officer’s Compensation Commission meeting on April 22, 2026 regarding 

additional compensation to the Water Resources Commissioner and County 

Treasurer. 

 

Commissioner Moss left the meeting at 2:26 p.m. 

 

C. Report of the County Administrator-Administrator Patrick Waterman gave an 

update. 

 

D. Commissioner Comments-Several Commissioners gave comments. 

 

Adjournment at Call of the Chairperson 
 
  The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 2:30 p.m. 
    
 
 JUSTIN F. ROEBUCK, Clerk/Register  JOSH BRUGGER, Chairperson 

Of the Board of Commissioners   Of the Board of Commissioners 


