
APPROVED 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE OTTAWA COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FEBRUARY SESSION – FIRST DAY 

 
The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners met on Thursday, February 26, 2026, at 
9:00 a.m. and was called to order by the Chairperson. 
 
The prayer was pronounced by Commissioner Rhodea. 

 
Chairperson Brugger led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
Present at roll call:  James Barry, Jordan Jorritsma, Jacob Bonnema, Joe Moss, Kendra 
Wenzel, John Teeples, Sylvia Rhodea, Philip Kuyers, Josh Brugger, Allison Miedema.  (10) 
 
Absent: Doug Zylstra. (1) 
 
Correspondence 

 
A. Sheriff’s Commendation Awards-Sheriff DeBoer presented to volunteer victim 

advocates Judy Deyer and Arnold Deyer. 
 
Public Comments 
 
Public comments were made by the following: 
 
1. Don Sheill- Port Sheldon Township 

2. Michelle Van Dyke-Heart of West Michigan/United Way 

3. Bob Hamilton-Park Township 

4. Elizabeth Brewbaker-Holland Township 

5. William Pettit-Grand Haven 

6. Millie Hoag-Ferrysburg 

7. Joe Spaulding-Holland 

8. David Morren-Allendale Township 

 

Commission Zylstra arrived at 9:28 a.m. 

 

9. Mary Dumas-Lakeshore Regional Entity 

10. Barbara Lee-Grand Haven/Momentum Center 

11. Chantel Martineau-Park Township 

12. Doug Vance-Hudsonville 

13. Dan Zimmer-Port Sheldon Township 

14. Dr. Michael Brashears-Holland Township 

15. Neil Marchand-Miller Johnson Attorney 

 

Online Public Comments 

 

1. Christy Knetsch-Zeeland/Redland Family Office 
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2. Sheila Dettloff-Holland Township 

 

B/C 26-043 Jordan Jorritsma moved to approve the agenda. 
 
 Motion B/C 26-043 passed. 
 
 Consent Resolutions 
  
B/C 26-044 Allison Miedema moved to approve the following Consent Resolutions: 
 

A. To approve the minutes of the January 27, 2026, Board of Commissioners meeting. 
 

B. To approve a 2-year contract addendum to continue services with Pine Rest to 
provide the County's Employee Assistance Program at an estimated cost of $94,000. 

 
C. To approve the 2026 Work Together Agreement accepting the $246,000 

contribution from Consumers Energy for emergency utility assistance for Consumers 
Energy customers. 

 
D. To approve the general claims in the amount of $14,072,188.59 as presented by the 

summary report for January 1, 2026 through January 31, 2026. 
 

E. To approve the 2027 Budget Calendar. 
 

F. To approve the FY2026 budget adjustments per the attached schedule. 
 

G. To approve the creation of a new Capital Improvement Project in the amount of 
$180,000 to address work at North Ottawa Dunes. 

 
H. To approve the License Agreement between Ottawa County Parks & Recreation 

Commission and property owner Mary Collins to formalize parking accommodations 
at Historic Ottawa Beach in Park Township; and to authorize the Parks Director to 
take such actions as are necessary to implement the intent of the Commission in 
this matter. 

 
 Motion B/C 26-044 passed by the following votes: Yeas: Joe Moss, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, 

Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Jordan 
Jorritsma, John Teeples, Josh Brugger. (11) 

 
Action Items 
 

B/C 26-045 Jordan Jorritsma moved to approve the Resolution which contains findings and enabling 
language that meets the requirements of Section 205 of the Mental Health Code for the 
incorporation of Ottawa County’s Community Mental Health Department into an 
Authority and the Transition Agreement referenced in the Resolution to effectuate that 
change. 

 
 Motion B/C 26-045 passed by the following votes: Yeas: John Teeples, Jacob Bonnema, 

Jordan Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Josh Brugger. (6) 
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 Nays: Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss. (5) 
   
B/C 26-046 Phil Kuyers moved to approve the Board Chairperson’s reappointment of Commissioner 

Jorritsma to the Lakeshore Regional Entity Oversight Policy Board for 2026. 
  

Motion B/C 26-046 passed. 
 

B/C 26-047 Allison Miedema motioned for a short recess at 10:50 a.m. 
 
  Motion B/C 26-047 passed. 

 
Chairperson Brugger called the meeting back to order at 10:58 a.m. 

 
B/C 26-048 Doug Zylstra moved to approve the partnership agreement between Ottawa County and 

Good Samaritan Ministries and appropriate committed Fund Balance to support the 
Ottawa County Eviction Prevention Program with $300,000 from the Board Initiatives 
Fund. 

 
 Motion B/C 26-048 passed with the approved amendments below by the following 

votes: Yeas: Sylvia Rhodea, John Teeples, Doug Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, 
Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Josh Brugger. (11) 

 
B/C 26-048a Joe Moss moved to amend the annual increments to $150,000.00, $100,000.00 

and $50,000.00 and to change line 3 from reading “no grant funds may be used 
for administration” to “10% of grant funds may be used on administration”. 

 
Amended Motion B/C 26-048a passed with the following votes: Yeas: Jim Barry, Jordan 
Jorritsma, Doug Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Joe Moss, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples, Sylvia 
Rhodea, Phil Kuyers, Allison Miedema, Josh Brugger. (11) 

 
B/C 26-048b Allison Miedema moved to have it listed in the contract that would require the 

Eviction Prevention Program to ask clients to supply documents that indicate 
they are legal citizens. 

 
 Amended Motion B/C 26-048b passed with the following votes: Yeas: Joe Moss, Phil 

Kuyers, Jim Barry, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Allison 
Miedema, Jordan Jorritsma, John Teeples, Josh Brugger. (11) 

 
 Commissioner Bonnema left the meeting at 11:31 a.m. 
 
B/C 26-049 Joe Moss moved to ratify all contracts on the Ratification Report pursuant to the 

County’s Contracting policy. 
 

Motion B/C 26-049 passed with the approved amendments below by the following 
votes: Yeas: Jordan Jorritsma, John Teeples, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, 
Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss, Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, Josh Brugger. (10) 

 
B/C 26-049a  Allison Miedema moved to pull Contract #2910 out of the Ratification Report to 

be voted on separately. 
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 Amended Motion B/C 26-049a passed by the following votes: Yeas: Phil Kuyers, Joe 
Moss, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, Doug Zylstra, John Teeples, Sylvia 
Rhodea, Jordan Jorritsma. (9) 

 
 Nays: Josh Brugger. (1) 
 

B/C 26-049b Allison Miedema moved to pull Contract #2908 out of the Ratification Report to 
be voted on separately. 

 
Amended Motion B/C 26-049b passed by the following votes: Yeas: John Teeples, Doug 
Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Kendra 
Wenzel. (8) 

 
 Nays: Jim Barry and Josh Brugger. (2) 
 
B/C 26-050 Jordan Jorritsma moved to approve Contract # 2910.  
 
 Motion B/C 26-050 passed by the following votes: Yeas: Doug Zylstra, John Teeples, 

Jordan Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss, Josh Brugger. (8) 
 
 Nays: Allison Miedema and Kendra Wenzel. (2) 
 
B/C 26-051 Jordan Jorristma moved to ratify Contract #2908 pursuant to the County’s Contracting 

policy. 
 
 Motion B/C 26-051 passed with the approved amendments below by the following 

votes: Yeas: Jordan Jorritsma, Jim Barry, Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, John Teeples, Josh 
Brugger. (6) 

 
 Nays: Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Kendra Wenzel. (4) 
 

B/C 26-051a  Allison Miedema moved to table Motion B/C 26-051. 
 
 Motion B/C 26-051a failed by the following votes: Nays: Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, 

Jordan Jorritsma, John Teeples, Jim Barry, Josh Brugger. (6) 
 

Yeas: Kendra Wenzel, Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema. (4) 
 
 Committee Reports 
 

A. Bob Devries of GCSI gave a legislative update. 
 
Commissioner Zylstra left at 12:07 p.m. 
 

B. Cheryl Clark, Ottawa County Treasurer, presented the Treasurer’s Office 2025 
Annual Report. 

 
Commissioner Barry left at 12:21 p.m. 
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C. Adeline Hambley, Public Health Officer, presented the Public Health 2025 Annual 
Report. 

 
Commissioner Wenzel left at 12:41 p.m. 

 
D. Jason Schenkel, Director, presented the Veteran’s Services 2025 Annual Report. 

 
Public Comment 

 
1. David Morren-Allendale Township 

2. Dan Zimmer-Port Sheldon Township 

 

Online Public Comment 

 

1. Joe Spaulding-Holland Township 

 

  Additional Business 

 

A. Report of the County Administrator-Administrator Patrick Waterman gave an 

update. 

 

B. Commissioner Comments-Several Commissioners gave comments. 

 

Adjournment at Call of the Chairperson 
 
  The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 1:40 p.m. 
    
 
 JUSTIN F. ROEBUCK, Clerk/Register  JOSH BRUGGER, Chairperson 

Of the Board of Commissioners   Of the Board of Commissioners 
 
 


