


PLANNING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 
 
         Proposed Minutes 
 
DATE:  January 20, 2026 
 
TIME:  11:30 a.m. 
 
PLACE:  Fillmore Street Complex 
 
PRESENT: Jim Barry, Jordan Jorritsma, Jacob Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples, Philip 

Kuyers, Allison Miedema.  (7) 
 
   SUBJECT: PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
   None. 
    

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
PP 26-001 Motion: To approve the agenda of today. 
  Moved by: Bonnema    UNANIMOUS 
    
  SUBJECT: CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 
  
PP 26-002 Motion: To approve the minutes from the December 9, 2025, Planning and Policy 

Committee.  
 Moved by: Miedema    UNANIMOUS 
 

SUBJECT: ELECTION OF COMMITTEE VICE CHAIR 
 
PP 26-003 Motion: To elect Jordan Jorritsma as Vice Chairperson of the Planning and Policy 

Committee for 2026. 
 Moved by: Kuyers    UNANIMOUS 
 
 With 7 votes, Jordan Jorritsma was elected as Vice Chairperson of the Planning and 

Policy Committee for 2026. 
 

SUBJECT: OTTAWA COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE PLAN 
 
PP 26-004 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Resolution 

accepting the 2026 Ottawa County Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan as submitted 
by the Parks and Recreation Commission. 

 Moved by: Wenzel    UNANIMOUS 
 

SUBJECT: EASTMANVILLE CONNECTOR SEGMENT GRANT 
 
PP 26-005 Motion:  To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund grant agreement and Resolution for the 
Eastmanville Segment of the Idema Explorers Trail in the amount of $400,000; to 
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authorize an increase in the budget for Capital Project 2210 to $1,695,982 with funding 
from the grant, Parks Millage and the Parks Foundation; and to authorize the Parks 
Director to take such actions as are necessary to implement the intent of the 
Commission in these matters. 

 Moved by: Jorritsma 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: John Teeples, Phil Kuyers, Jacob 

Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Jordan Jorritsma, Jim Barry. (7) 
  
   SUBJECT: EASTMANVILLE CONNECTOR SEGMENT ENGINEERING 
 
PP 26-006 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the professional 

services contract amendment in the amount of $95,414.78 with Prein & Newhof 
Engineers for the Eastmanville Connector Segment of the Idema Explorers Trail. 

 Moved by: Jorritsma 
 

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Phil Kuyers, Jacob Bonnema, Kendra 
Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Jordan Jorritsma, John Teeples, Jim Barry. (7) 

  
SUBJECT: HAWTHORN POND/MIDDLE MAC INTERAGENCY MAINTENANCE 
AGREEMENT 

 
PP 26-007 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Hawthorn 

Pond/Middle Macatawa Inter-agency Maintenance Agreement and to authorize the 
Parks Director to sign and take such actions as are necessary to implement the intent of 
the Commission in these matters. 

 Moved by: Jorritsma    UNANIMOUS 
 
  SUBJECT: ALLENDALE SEGMENT OF THE IDEMA EXPLORERS TRAIL 
 
PP 26-008 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the easement 

agreement with Spring Valley Church for the Allendale Segment of the Idema Explorers 
Trail at a cost of $9,198 and to authorize the Parks Director to take such actions as are 
necessary to implement the intent of the Commission in these matters. 

 Moved by: Jorritsma 
 

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, 
Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Phil Kuyers, John Teeples, Jim Barry. (7) 
 

  SUBJECT: GROSE PARK PLAYGROUND 
 
PP 26-009 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Grose Park 

playground removal and replacement bid from Play Environments Design LLC for 
$89,000. 

 Moved by: Jorritsma 
 

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: John Teeples, Allison Miedema, Kendra 
Wenzel, Phil Kuyers, Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, Jim Barry. (7) 
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  SUBJECT: DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

1. Veteran Services Office Relocation Update – David Cripps, Facilities Director, gave an update 
and discussed an alternate location, which is the Water Resources current office. 
 

SUBJECT: HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES UPDATES 
 

1. Public Health-Adeline Hambley, Public Health Officer, and Dr. Gwen Unzicker, Medical 
Director, gave an update. 

 
  SUBJECT: PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
   None. 

 
SUBJECT: ADJOURNMENT 

 
The chairperson called for adjournment at 1:29 p.m. 
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Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission

 Jason Shamblin

Creation of Capital Improvement Project - North Ottawa Dunes Restoration

To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the creation of a new Capital Improvement
Project in the amount of $180,000 to address work at North Ottawa Dunes.

Emergency dewatering authorized by the Parks Commission in 2020 and 2021 to mitigate flooding in the
North Holiday Hills neighborhood resulted in documented ecological impacts within North Ottawa Dunes.
Funds have since been received from the Ottawa County Drain District and the County’s insurance
authority to address this damage. Staff are requesting approval to create a dedicated Capital
Improvement Project to properly account for and encumber these funds, allowing restoration work,
including site stabilization, vegetation replacement, and related ecological improvements to move forward
in accordance with County financial policies.

$180,000.00 $0.00 ✔

✔

✔
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