
APPROVED 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE OTTAWA COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
JANUARY SESSION – ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

 
The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners met on Friday, January 2, 2026, at 9:00 
a.m. and was called to order by Clerk/Register Roebuck. 
 
The prayer was pronounced by Commissioner Barry. 

 
Commissioner Rhodea led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
Present at roll call:  James Barry, Jordan Jorritsma, Douglas Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Joe 
Moss, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples, Sylvia Rhodea, Philip Kuyers, Josh Brugger, Allison 
Miedema.  (11) 
 
Correspondence 

 
  None. 
 

Public Comments 
 
Public comments were made by the following: 
 
1. Ruth Stegman-Holland 

2. Nathan Olson-Holland 

3. Robert Jerrow-Holland 

 

B/C 26-001 Jordan Jorritsma moved to approve and authorize the Board Chairperson and 
Clerk/Register to sign the Resolution setting a one (1) year term for the position of 
Ottawa County Board Chairperson as amended. 

 
 Motion B/C 26-001 passed as amended by the following votes: Yeas: Jim Barry, Jordan 

Jorritsma, Jacob Bonnema, Joe Moss, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples, Sylvia Rhodea, Phil 
Kuyers, Josh Brugger, Allison Miedema. (10) 

 
 Nays: Doug Zylstra. (1) 
 
              B/C 26-001a Doug Zylstra moved to amend the first “BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED” of the 

Resolution in motion B/C 26-001 to be changed to the term language to read, “the term 
of the chair shall begin upon election and shall end December 31, 2026”. 

 
              B/C 26-001b Joe Moss moved to amend amendment B/C 26-001a to read “BE IT FURTHER 

RESOLVED, the term of the Chairperson of the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners 
shall be one (1) year, starting upon the election of the Chairperson in January of 2026, 
and ending at the beginning of the following years organizational meeting or at the end 
of the Commissioner’s elected term, whichever is first. 
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Amended motion B/C 26-001b passed and replaced amended motion B/C 26-001a by 
the following votes: Yeas: Sylvia Rhodea, Josh Brugger, Jacob Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, 
Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, John Teeples. (10) 

 
 Nays: Doug Zylstra. (1)  
 

The Clerk/Register opened the floor for nominations for Temporary Chairperson. 
 
B/C 26-002 John Teeples nominated Phil Kuyers as Temporary Chairperson.   
 

Motion B/C 26-002 passed. 
 

 Phil Kuyers as Temporary Chairperson, opened the floor for nominations for the 
Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners.  

 
B/C 26-003 Sylvia Rhodea moved to nominate Allison Miedema as Chairperson of the Board of 

Commissioners.   
 
B/C 26-004 John Teeples moved to nominate Josh Brugger as Chairperson of the Board of 

Commissioners. 
 
B/C 26-005 Doug Zylstra moved to nominate Doug Zylstra as Chairperson of the Board of 

Commissioners. 
 
 Roll Call Vote for Chairperson: 
 
 Barry-Brugger  Jorritsma-Brugger Zylstra-Zylstra 
 Bonnema-Brugger Moss-Miedema  Wenzel-Miedema 
 Teeples-Brugger Rhodea-Miedema Kuyers-Brugger 
 Brugger-Brugger Miedema-Miedema 
 
 With 6 votes, Josh Brugger was declared Chairperson of the Ottawa County Board of 

Commissioners. 
 
 Chairperson Brugger gave comments. 
 
 Chairperson Brugger opened the floor for nominations for the Vice-Chairperson of the 

Board of Commissioners. 
 
B/C 26-006 Sylvia Rhodea moved to nominate Allison Miedema as Vice-Chairperson of the Board of 

Commissioners. 
 
B/C 26-007 Jacob Bonnema moved to nominate Phil Kuyers as Vice-Chairperson of the Board of 

Commissioners. 
 
 Roll Call for Vice-Chairperson: 
  
 Zylstra-Miedema Teeples-Kuyers  Jorritsma-Kuyers 
 Kuyers-Kuyers  Barry-Kuyers  Miedema-Miedema  

Bonnema-Kuyers Rhodea-Miedema Moss-Miedema   
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Wenzel-Miedema Brugger-Kuyers 
 
 With 6 votes, was declared Phil Kuyers Vice-Chairperson of the Ottawa County Board of 

Commissioners. 
 
 The Clerk/Register of Deeds, Justin Roebuck, administered the Oath of Office to 

Chairperson Brugger and Vice-Chairperson Kuyers. 
 
B/C 26-008 Doug Zylstra moved to amend the agenda to add the remaining organizational meeting 

businesses to the today’s agenda which include: Board Rules, Committee Assignments, 
and Boards and Commission Appointments as Action Item I. 

 
 Motion B/C 26-008 failed by the following votes: Nays: Jordan Jorritsma, Jim Barry, 

Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Phil Kuyers, Jacob Bonnema, John Teeples, Josh Brugger. (8) 
 
 Yeas: Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel. (3) 

 
Action Items 
 

B/C 26-009 Jordan Jorritsma moved to approve the minutes of the December 18, 2025, Board of 
Commissioners work session. 

 
 Motion B/C 26-009 passed.  
 
B/C 26-010 Joe Moss moved to approve the minutes of the December 18, 2025, Board of 

Commissioners meeting. 
 
 Motion B/C 26-010 passed. 
 
B/C 26-011 Joe Moss moved to approve the 2026 Board and Standing Committee meeting times as 

proposed by staff. 
 
 Motion B/C 26-011 passed. 
 
 The Board of Commissioners’ Meetings are the following dates and times: 
   

Tuesday, January 13, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, January 27, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, February 26, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.  
Tuesday, March 24, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.  
Thursday, April 30, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.     
Tuesday, May 19, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.     
Tuesday, June 23, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.        
Tuesday, July 28, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.  
Tuesday, August 11, 2026, at 11:30 a.m. (if needed)   
Tuesday, August 25, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.     
Tuesday, September 22, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.     
Tuesday, October 27, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.     
Tuesday, November 17, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.     
Tuesday, December 15, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.    
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The Finance and Administration Committee Meetings are scheduled for the following 
Tuesdays at 9am: 
 
January 20, 2026 
February 10, 2026 
March 10, 2026 
April 14, 2026 
May 12, 2026 
June 9, 2026 
July 14, 2026 
August 11, 2026 
September 15, 2026 
October 13, 2026 
November 10, 2026 
December 8, 2026 
    

 The Planning and Policy Committee Meetings are scheduled for the following Tuesdays 
at 10am: 

 
January 20, 2026 
February 10, 2026 
March 10, 2026 
April 14, 2026 
May 12, 2026 
June 9, 2026 
July 14, 2026 
August 11, 2026 
September 15, 2026 
October 13, 2026 
November 10, 2026 
December 8, 2026 

 
             B/C 26-011a Doug Zylstra moved to amend motion B/C 26-011 to add 4 quarterly Work 

Sessions to the meeting schedule. 
 
 Amended motion B/C 26-011a failed by the following votes: Nays: Joe Moss, Phil Kuyers, 

Sylvia Rhodea, Jordan Jorritsma, John Teeples, Jacob Bonnema, Jim Barry, Josh Brugger. 
(8) 

 
 Yeas: Kendra Wenzel, Doug Zylstra, Allison Miedema. (3) 
 
B/C 26-012 Joe Moss moved to approve and authorize the Board Chairperson and Clerk/Register to 

sign a Resolution enabling the Ottawa County Treasurer to deposit all public funds in 
approved financial institutions, and execute any necessary contracts for the same, for 
the benefit of Ottawa County. 

 
 Motion B/C 26-012 passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jacob Bonnema, Jordan 

Jorritsma, John Teeples, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe 
Moss, Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, Josh Brugger. (11) 
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B/C 26-013 Joe Moss moved to approve and authorize the Board Chairperson and Clerk/Register to 
sign a Resolution enabling the Ottawa County Treasurer to invest and reinvest surplus 
funds in compliance with the current Ottawa County Investment Policy and to execute 
any necessary contracts for the same. 

 
 Motion B/C 26-013 passed by the following votes: Yeas: Phil Kuyers, Joe Moss, Allison 

Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, Doug Zylstra, John Teeples, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia 
Rhodea, Jordan Jorritsma, Josh Brugger. (11) 

 
B/C 26-014 Joe Moss moved to approve and authorize the Board Chairperson and Clerk/Register to 

sign a Resolution authorizing the Ottawa County Treasurer to deposit and invest drain 
funds in identified financial institutions and execute necessary related contracts for the 
benefit of the Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner. 

 
 Motion B/C 26-014 passed by the following votes: Yeas: John Teeples, Doug Zylstra, Phil 

Kuyers, Jim Barry, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Jacob 
Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Josh Brugger. (11) 

 
B/C 26-015 Joe Moss moved to approve and authorize the Board Chairperson and Clerk/Register to 

sign a Resolution authorizing the Ottawa County Treasurer to deposit and invest Road 
Commission funds in identified financial institutions and execute related necessary 
contracts for the benefit of the Ottawa County Road Commission. 

 
 Motion B/C 26-015 passed by the following votes: Yeas: Doug Zylstra, John Teeples, 

Jordan Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia 
Rhodea, Joe Moss, Kendra Wenzel, Josh Brugger. (11) 

 
B/C 26-016 Joe Moss moved to approve and authorize the Board Chairperson and Clerk/Register to 

sign a Resolution authorizing the Ottawa County Treasurer to waive administration fees 
and interest for real property taxes paid prior to May 1 by qualified persons, as set forth 
in the Resolution. 

 
 Motion B/C 26-016 passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jordan Jorritsma, Jim Barry, 

Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Phil Kuyers, 
Jacob Bonnema, John Teeples, Josh Brugger. (11) 

 
Public Comment 

 
1. Michael Kuras-Spring Lake Township 

2. Sheila Dettloff-Holland Township 

3. Doug Flamboe-Park Township 

4. Chantel Martineau-Park Township 

 

Online Public Comment 

 

  None. 

Commissioner Comments 

 

Several Commissioners gave comments. 
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Adjournment at Call of the Chairperson 
 
  The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 10:40 a.m. 
    
 
 JUSTIN F. ROEBUCK, Clerk/Register  JOSH BRUGGER, Chairperson 

Of the Board of Commissioners   Of the Board of Commissioners 
 
 


