
APPROVED 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE OTTAWA COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
SEPTEMBER SESSION – SPECIAL MEETING 

       
The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners met on Friday, September 12, 2025, at 9:08 
a.m. and was called to order by the Chairperson. 
 
The prayer was pronounced by Commissioner Moss. 

 
Chairperson Teeples led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
Present at roll call:  Jim Barry, Jordan Jorritsma, Douglas Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Joe 
Moss, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples, Sylvia Rhodea, Philip Kuyers, Josh Brugger, Allison 
Miedema. (11) 
 
Correspondence 
 
None. 
 
Public Comment 

 
1. Barbara Lee VanHorssen-City of Grand Haven 
2. Karen Karasinski-Fiscal Services Director 
3. Joe Bush-Water Resources Commissioner 
4. Cynthia Lorkey-Grand Haven Township 
5. Cathy VanKampen-Polkton Township 
 
Online Public Comment 
 
1. Adrea Hill-Holland Township 
2. Dan Winiarski-Georgetown Township 

 
Approval of Agenda 

 
SM7 25-038 Joe Moss moved to approve the agenda. 
   
  The motion passed. 
 
  Consent Resolutions 
  
SM7 25-039 Phil Kuyers moved to approve the minutes of the September 10, 2025, Board of 

Commissioners Special Meeting. 
  
 The motion passed. 
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Agenda and Action Requests 

 
SM7 25-040 Joe Moss moved to approve each commissioner identifying 1 Administrator candidate 

by ballot for tabulation and selection by majority vote to determine the next County 
Administrator. 
 
The motion passed. 
 
Several Commissioner voiced their comments on the candidates. 
 
Commissioners voted for 1 candidate by ballot: 
 
Results: 
 
Commissioner Rhodea-Matthew Farrar 
Commissioner Miedema-Matthew Farrar 
Commissioner Moss-Matthew Farrar 
Commissioner Wenzel-Matthew Farrar 
Commissioner Barry-Patrick Waterman 
Commissioner Zylstra-Patrick Waterman 
Commissioner Jorritsma-Patrick Waterman 
Commissioner Bonnema-Patrick Waterman 
Commissioner Brugger-Patrick Waterman 
Commissioner Kuyers-Patrick Waterman 
Chairperson Teeples-Patrick Waterman 
 

Candidate Vote Totals 

Paul Sachs 0 

Matthew Farrar 4 

Kurt Dykstra 0 

Patrick Waterman 7 

Chris Kukulski 0 

 
With the majority of the votes, Patrick Waterman was declared the choice for County 
Administrator. 
 

SM7 25-041 Jordan Jorritsma moved to authorize the Board Chairperson to enter into contract 
negotiations with the selected County Administrator and to bring back to the 
Commission the offer of employment contract for consideration and eventual 
ratification. 

 
The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Jacob Bonnema, 
Doug Zylstra, Jordan Jorritsma, Josh Brugger, John Teeples. (7) 
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Nays: Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema. (4) 
 
Committee Reports 
 
None. 
 
Public Comment 
 
1. Sheila Dettloff-Holland Township 
2. Geri McCaleb-West Olive 
 
Online Public Comment 

  
1. Dan Winiarski-Georgetown Township 

 
Administrator Update 
 
Interim Administrator Gary Rosema gave comment. 

 
Commissioner Comments 

 
Several Commissioners gave comments. 
 
Adjournment at Call of the Chairperson 

 
The Chairperson called for adjournment at 10:34 a.m. 

 


