
APPOINTMENT & ALIGNMENT COMMITTEE 
 
         Approved Minutes 
 
DATE:  November 11, 2025 
 
TIME:  1:28 p.m. 
 
PLACE:  Fillmore Street Complex 
 
PRESENT: Jordan Jorritsma, Douglas Zylstra, Josh Brugger, Allison Miedema, Philip Kuyers. (5) 
 
   SUBJECT: PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
   None. 

    
SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Doug Zylstra asked to move #14, Officers’ Compensation Commission Member 
vacancies under Agenda and Action Requests to # 2 and move all the others down. 
 
The Committee decided that they will only recommend candidates that have 3 or more 
votes. 

 
AA 25-042 Motion: To approve the agenda of today. 
  Moved by: Kuyers    UNANIMOUS    
    

SUBJECT: CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 
 
AA 25-043 Motion: To approve the minutes from the September 23, 2025, Appointment & 

Alignment Committee meeting. 
  Moved by: Miedema    UNANIMOUS 
   

 SUBJECT: AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION BOARD 
 
AA 25-044 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the approval to 

override the 12-year term limit provision stated in the Appointments to Boards and 
Commissions policy to allow Mike Bronkema to serve the remainder of his current term 
on the Agricultural Preservation Board through December 31, 2027. 

 Moved by: Miedema    UNANIMOUS 
 

SUBJECT: OFFICERS’ COMPENSATION COMMISSION – MEMBER VACANCIES 
 
AA 25-045 Motion: To place into nomination and forward to the Board of Commissioners the 

names of: 
 
 Ron Frantz   Larry Jackson   Rebecca Patrick 
 Amanda Price   Nathan Slauer 
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 and to select three (3) to fill three (3) Officers’ Compensation Commission Member 
vacancies for one term beginning January 1, 2026, and ending December 31, 2029. 

 Moved by: Jorritsma     
 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 
 Kuyers-Frantz, Price, Slauer 
 Zylstra-Jackson, Patrick, Slauer 
 Miedema-Frantz, Price, Slauer 
 Jorritsma-Frantz, Price, Slauer 
 Brugger-Abstained 
 
 With 3 votes, Ron Frantz and Amanda Price, and with 4 votes, Nathan Slauer, are the 

recommendations to the Board of Commissioners. 
 
  SUBJECT: AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION BOARD – AGRICULTURAL SEAT 
 
AA 25-046 Motion: To place into nomination and forward to the Board of Commissioners the 

names of: 
 
 Cliff Meeuwsen  
 
 and to select one (1) to fill one (1) Agricultural Preservation Board Agricultural seat 

vacancy for one term beginning January 1, 2026, and ending December 31, 2028. 
 Moved by: Jorritsma     UNANIMOUS    
 
 With 5 votes, Cliff Meeuwsen is the recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. 
 

SUBJECT: AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION BOARD – REAL ESTATE SEAT 
 
AA 25-047 Motion: To place into nomination and forward to the Board of Commissioners the 

names of: 
 
 Mary Nader   Jaron Nyhof 
 
 and to select one (1) to fill one (1) Agricultural Preservation Board Real Estate seat 

vacancy for one term beginning January 1, 2026, and ending December 31, 2028. 
 Moved by: Jorritsma     
 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 
 Kuyers-Nader  Zylstra-Nyhof  Miedema-Nyhof 
 Jorritsma-Nyhof Brugger-Nyhof 
 
 With 4 votes, Jaron Nyhof is the recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. 
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SUBJECT: AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION BOARD – TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT 
SEAT 

 
AA 25-048 Motion: To place into nomination and forward to the Board of Commissioners the name 

of: 
 
 Cassandra Chaphalkar 
 
 and to select one (1) to fill one (1) Agricultural Preservation Board Township 

Government seat vacancy for one term beginning January 1, 2026, and ending 
December 31, 2028. 

 Moved by: Jorritsma     UNANIMOUS  
 
 With 5 votes, Cassandra Chaphalkar is the recommendation to the Board of 

Commissioners. 
 

SUBJECT: COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY ADVISORY BOARD – PRIVATE SECTOR 
SEAT 

 
AA 25-049 Motion: To place into nomination and forward to the Board of Commissioners the 

names of: 
 
 Emmett Brown   Sharon Kozak   Mary Nader 
 Nathan Slauer 
 
 and to select one (1) to fill one (1) Community Action Agency Advisory Board Private 

Sector seat vacancy for one term beginning January 1, 2026, and ending December 31, 
2028. 

 Moved by: Jorritsma     
 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 
 Kuyers-Nader  Zylstra-Kozak  Miedema-Slauer 
 Jorritsma-Nader Brugger-Brown 
 
 Nobody received 3 votes so there is no recommendation to the Board of Commissioners 

from the Committee. 
 

SUBJECT: COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY ADVISORY BOARD – PUBLIC SECTOR 
SEAT 

 
AA 25-050 Motion: To place into nomination and forward to the Board of Commissioners the 

names of: 
 
 Meghan Kirby   Danielle Weeks   
 
 and to select one (1) to fill one (1) Community Action Agency Advisory Board Public 

Sector seat vacancy for one term beginning January 1, 2026, and ending December 31, 
2028. 
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 Moved by: Jorritsma     
 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 
 Kuyers-Weeks  Zylstra-Weeks  Miedema-Weeks 
 Jorritsma-Weeks Brugger-Weeks 
 

With 5 votes, Danielle Weeks is the recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. 
 

SUBJECT: COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY COMMITTEE 
– PRIVATE SECTOR SEAT 

 
AA 25-051 Motion: To place into nomination and forward to the Board of Commissioners the 

names of: 
 
 Ryan Havey   Randy Kortering 
 
 and to select one (1) to fill one (1) Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

Committee Private Sector seat vacancy for one term beginning January 1, 2026, and 
ending December 31, 2026. 

 Moved by: Jorritsma     
 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 
 Kuyers-Kortering Zylstra-Kortering Miedema-Kortering 
 Jorritsma-Kortering Brugger-Kortering 
 

With 5 votes, Randy Kortering is the recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. 
 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES BOARD – COUNTY 
RESIDENT SEAT 

 
AA 25-052 Motion: To place into nomination and forward to the Board of Commissioners the 

names of: 
 
 Sharon Kozak   Michelle Moore   Nathan Slauer 
 Barbara VanHorssen  Kelsey Whitcomb  
 
 and to select one (1) to fill one (1) Department of Health & Human Service Board County 

Resident seat vacancy for one term beginning January 1, 2026, and ending December 
31, 2028. 

 Moved by: Kuyers     
 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 
 Kuyers-VanHorssen Zylstra-VanHorssen Miedema-Kozak 
 Jorritsma-Kozak  Brugger-Moore 
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 Nobody received 3 votes so there is no recommendation to the Board of Commissioners 
from the Committee. 

 
SUBJECT: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION & BROWNFIELD 
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY – DIRECTOR SEATS 

 
AA 25-053 Motion: To place into nomination and forward to the Board Chairperson the names of: 
 
 Elizabeth Butler   Ryan Harvey   Dan Klompmaker 
 Tim Maday   Rebecca Patrick   Michael Pokrywka 
 Gil Segovia   Nathan Slauer   Jack VanderMeulen 
 
 and to select three (3) to fill three (3) Economic Development Corporation & Brownfield 

Redevelopment Authority Director seat vacancies for one term beginning January 1, 
2026, and ending December 31, 2031. 

 Moved by: Jorritsma     
 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 
 Kuyers-Butler, Pokrywka, VanderMeulen 
 Zylstra-Klompmaker, Patrick, VanderMeulen 
 Miedema-Klompmaker, Maday, VanderMeulen 
 Jorritsma-Klompmaker, Maday, VanderMeulen 
 Brugger-Abstained 
 
 With 3 votes, Dan Klompmaker and with 4 votes, Jack VanderMeulen are the 

recommendations to the Board Chairperson. 
 
 There wasn’t a 3rd candidate to receive 3 votes, so the Committee will only recommend 

the 2 to the Board Chairperson. 
 

SUBJECT: GROUNDWATER BOARD – AGRICULTURAL SECTOR SEAT 
 
AA 25-054 Motion: To place into nomination and forward to the Board of Commissioners the 

names of: 
 
 Jerry Geertman   Henry Werksma 
 
 and to select one (1) to fill one (1) Groundwater Board Agricultural Sector seat vacancy 

for one term beginning January 1, 2026, and ending December 31, 2028. 
 Moved by: Jorritsma     
 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 
 Kuyers-Geertman Zylstra-Geertman  Miedema-Geertman 
 Jorritsma-Geertman Brugger-Geertman 
 
 With 5 votes, Jerry Geertman is the recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. 
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SUBJECT: GROUNDWATER BOARD – SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY SEAT 
 
AA 25-055 Motion: To place into nomination and forward to the Board of Commissioners the 

names of: 
 
 Steven Hecksel   Rebecca Patrick   David Wardell 
 
 and to select one (1) to fill one (1) Groundwater Board Scientific Community seat 

vacancy for one term beginning immediately and ending December 31, 2027. 
 Moved by: Kuyers     
 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 
 Kuyers-Hecksel  Zylstra-Hecksel  Miedema-Wardell 
 Jorritsma-Hecksel Brugger-Abstained 
 
 With 3 votes, Steven Hecksel is the recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. 
 

SUBJECT: GROUNDWATER BOARD – UTILITIES/ENGINEERING SEAT 
 
AA 25-056 Motion: To place into nomination and forward to the Board of Commissioners the 

names of: 
 
 Joel Davenport   Mark Piekarski   Henry Werksma 
 
 and to select one (1) to fill one (1) Groundwater Board Utilities/Engineering seat 

vacancy for one term beginning January 1, 2026, and ending December 31, 2028. 
 Moved by: Jorritsma     
 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 
 Kuyers-Werksma Zylstra-Werksma Miedema-Werksma 
 Jorritsma-Werksma Brugger-Werksma 
 
 With 5 votes, Henry Werksma is the recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. 
 

SUBJECT: LAND BANK AUTHORITY – CITIZEN SEAT 
 
AA 25-057 Motion: To place into nomination and forward to the Board of Commissioners the 

names of: 
 
 Terry DeHaan   Orlando Estrada  Rebecca Hopp 
 Dan Klompmaker  Derrick Muilenburg  Nathan Slauer 
 
 and to select one (1) to fill one (1) Land Bank Authority Citizen seat vacancy for one term 

beginning January 1, 2026, and ending December 31, 2031. 
 Moved by: Kuyers     
 
 Roll Call Vote: 



PAGE 7  APPOINTMENT AND ALIGNMENT COMMITTEE  11/11/2025 
 

 
 Kuyers-Hopp  Zylstra-Muilenburg  Miedema-DeHaan 
 Jorritsma-DeHaan Brugger-Hopp 
 
 Nobody received 3 votes so there is no recommendation to the Board of Commissioners 

from the Committee. 
 

SUBJECT: PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION – MEMBER VACANCIES 
 
AA 25-058 Motion: To place into nomination and forward to the Board of Commissioners the 

names of: 
 
 Kelly Beattie   Scott Blease   Joyce Cawthon 
 John Garner   Ryan Havey   Nathan Hoekstra 
 Rebecca Hopp   Dennis Joles   Jane Longstreet 
 Linda McAffrey   Malaythong (Molly) Phan Joseph Sierawski 
 Nathan Slauer 
 
 and to select two (2) to fill two (2) Park & Recreation Commission member vacancies for 

one term beginning January 1, 2026, and ending December 31, 2028. 
 Moved by: Kuyers     
 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 
 Kuyers-Longstreet and McAffrey  

Zylstra- Longstreet and McAffrey 
 Miedema-Longstreet and Sierawski 
 Jorritsma-Hopp and McAffrey 
 Brugger-Longstreet and McAffrey 
 
 With 4 votes each, Jane Longstreet and Linda McAffrey are the recommendations to the 

Board of Commissioners. 
 

SUBJECT: VETERANS SERVICES COMMITTEE – WAR VETERAN VACANCIES 
 
AA 25-059 Motion: To place into nomination and forward to the Board of Commissioners the 

names of: 
 
 David Chesney   Donald Dykstra   Larry Jackson 
 Dan Klompmaker  Mark Northrup   Steve Skodack 
 
 and to select two (2) to fill two (2) Veterans Services Committee War Veteran vacancies 

for one term beginning January 1, 2026, and ending December 31, 2029. 
 Moved by: Kuyers     
 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 
 Kuyers-Dykstra and Northrup 
 Zylstra-Dykstra and Jackson 
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 Miedema-Dykstra and Skodack 
 Jorritsma-Northrup and Skodack 
 Brugger-Dykstra and Skodack 
 
 With 4 votes, Donald Dykstra and with 3 votes, Steve Skodack are the recommendations 

to the Board of Commissioners. 
 

SUBJECT: WEST MICHIGAN REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION – OTTAWA 
COUNTY PRIVATE SECTOR SEAT 

 
AA 25-060 Motion: To place into nomination and forward to the Board of Commissioners the 

names of: 
 
 Randy Kortering  Sharon Kozak   Mary Nader 
 
 and to select one (1) to fill one (1) West Michigan Regional Planning Commission Ottawa 

County Private Sector Seat vacancy for one term beginning January 1, 2026, and ending 
December 31, 2026. 

 Moved by: Kuyers     
 
 Roll Call Vote: 
 
 Kuyers-Kortering Zylstra-Nader  Miedema-Kortering 
 Jorritsma-Kortering Brugger-Kortering 
 
 With 4 votes, Randy Kortering is the recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. 
 
  SUBJECT: DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. Community Corrections Advisory Board: Interviews vs. Reappointment regarding Chief of Police 
Seat-Discussion took place among the Committee and they agreed that no interview was necessary 
and they will waive the 12-year rule to allow the Chief of Police and MDOC seats to be moved 
directly to the Board of Commissioners. 

   
SUBJECT: PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
None. 

 
SUBJECT: ADJOURNMENT 

 
The chairperson called for adjournment at 2:13 p.m. 


