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APPROVED
PROCEEDINGS OF THE OTTAWA COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
JANUARY SESSION — SPECIAL MEETING

The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, January 14, 2025, at 8:11
a.m. and was called to order by the Chairperson.

The prayer was pronounced by Commissioner Jim Barry.

Chairperson Teeples led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of
America.

Present at roll call: Jim Barry, Jordan Jorritsma, Douglas Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Joe
Moss, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples, Sylvia Rhodea, Philip Kuyers, Josh Brugger, Allison
Miedema. (11)

Correspondence

None.

Public Comments

Public comments were made by the following:

1. Joel Buck-Georgetown Township

Approval of the Agenda

Joe Moss moved to approve the agenda.
The motion passed.

Consent Resolutions

None.

Action Requests

Phil Kuyers moved to approve and adopt the Rules of the Ottawa County Board of
Commissioners as discussed and amended.

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Doug Zylstra, Josh Brugger, Jordan
Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Jacob Bonnema, Joe Moss, John Teeples. (8)

Nays: Allison Miedema, Sylvia Rhodea, Kendra Wenzel. (3)

Allison Miedema moved to change paragraph 4 of Rule 2.3 to read as follows: “The
Chairperson shall appoint all standing committee assignments for the ensuing year. For
all active commissioner assignments on non-standing Board Committees, county and
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community-based commissions, authorities, boards (such as CMH and Parks and
Recreation), the Chairperson shall make all assignments for seats that are dedicated to
the Board, subject to bylaws, ordinances, state statute, and county policies, subject to
approval by the Board of Commissioners.”

The motion failed by the following votes: Nays: Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Jacob Bonnema,
Jordan Jorritsma, Josh Brugger, John Teeples. (6)

Yeas: Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema. (5)

Allison Miedema moved to change paragraph 4 of Rule 2.3 to read as follows: “For all
active commissioner assignments on non-standing Board Committees, county and
community-based commissions, authorities, boards (such as CMH and Parks and
Recreation), the Chairperson shall make all assignments for seats that are dedicated to
the Board, subject to bylaws, ordinances, state statute, and county policies.”

The motion failed by the following votes: Nays: Jim Barry, Josh Brugger, Jacob
Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, John Teeples. (6)

Yeas: Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea. (5)

Allison Miedema moved to change the title of Rule 3.3 from Member Duties to
Commissioner Duties.

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma,
Josh Brugger, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss,

Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, John Teeples. (11)

John Teeples moved to amend the document by replacing “Member” with
“Commissioner” anywhere it is listed.

The motion passed.

Allison Miedema moved to strike the second “Article” under Article | of the Table of
Contents.

The motion passed.

Allison Miedema moved to add the word “of” after Chair in the last paragraph of Rule
5.1.

The motion passed.

Allison Miedema moved add a comma to the following sentence under Rule 6.3, “At the
Chairperson’s discretion, items may be added to the Order of Business.”

The motion passed.
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SM1 25-010 Allison Miedema moved to add item y. Broadband to the Planning and Policy Committee
Section of Rule 5.1 Standing Committee.

The motion passed.

SM1 25-011 Allison Miedema moved to add item z. Talent and Recruitment subcommittee to the
Planning and Policy Committee Section of Rule 5.1 Standing Committee.

The motion was withdrawn.

Committee Reports

None.

Public Comment

None.

Online Public Comment

None.

Commissioner Comments

Commissioner Moss gave comment.

Adjournment at Call of the Chairperson

The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 9:04 a.m.

JUSTIN F. ROEBUCK, Clerk/Register JOHN TEEPLES, Chairperson
Of the Board of Commissioners Of the Board of Commissioners



