
PLANNING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 
 
         Approved Minutes 
 
DATE:  September 9, 2025 
 
TIME:  9:00 a.m. 
 
PLACE:  Fillmore Street Complex 
 
PRESENT: Jim Barry, Douglas Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Joe Moss, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples, 

Sylvia Rhodea, Philip Kuyers, Josh Brugger, Allison Miedema.  (10) 
 
ABSENT: Jordan Jorritsma. (1) 
 
   SUBJECT: PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

1. Jim Kuiper-Holland Township 
 

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
PP 25-048  Motion: To approve the agenda of today.  
  Moved by: Moss   UNANIMOUS     
 
  SUBJECT: CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 
  
PP 25-049 Motion: To approve the minutes of August 12, 2025, Planning and Policy Committee 

Meeting. 
 Moved by: Moss    UNANIMOUS 
 
  SUBJECT: LAKESHORE REGIONAL ENTITY OVERSIGHT POLICY BOARD 
 
PP 25-050 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the updated 

intergovernmental agreement with the Lakeshore Regional Entity to continue the 
Substance Use Oversight Policy Board through December 31, 2026. 

 Moved by: Moss   UNANIMOUS   
 
  SUBJECT: LAND BANK AUTHORITY BYLAWS 
 
PP 25-051  Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the updated Ottawa 

County Land Bank Authority Bylaws. 
Moved by: Moss    

 
PP 25-052 Motion: To keep the original language of “shall be public” and strike “should be public” 

on motion PP 25-051. 
 Moved by: Rhodea 
  
 Commissioner Rhodea withdrew her motion. 
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PP 25-053 Motion: To table motion PP 25-051 until the next Planning and Policy Committee 
meeting. 

 Moved by: Rhodea   UNANIMOUS 
 
  SUBJECT: COMMISSIONER EXPENSE AND MILEAGE POLICY 
 
PP 25-054 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the recommendation 

to discontinue the Commissioner Expense and Mileage Policy and recommend the use 
of the employee Purchasing and Mileage policies. 

 Moved by: Moss 
 
PP 25-055 Motion: To recess at 9:32 a.m. due to a power outage at the Fillmore Complex. 
 Moved by: Miedema   UNANIMOUS 
 
 Chairperson Kuyers called the meeting back to order at 10:02 a.m. 
  
PP 25-056 Motion: To table Agenda and Action Request Items 3 (Commissioner Expense and 

Mileage Policy) and 4 (Mileage Policy). 
 Moved by: Zylstra   UNANIMOUS  
  
  SUBJECT: SUBSTANCE ABUSE POLICY 
 
PP 25-057 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the amended revised 

Substance Abuse Policy for a first and second reading. 
 Moved by: Brugger   UNANIMOUS 
 
PP 25-058 Motion: To make the following updates to motion PP 25-057, page 56 of the packet, 

under IV. Procedure, 2nd paragraph, strike “before or during work” and also strike the 
word “legal” at the end of that same sentence, also in the 3rd paragraph of the same 
page, add “at work and while performing any service on behalf of the County” after the 
word prohibited on the fourth sentence. 

 Moved by: Zylstra   UNANIMOUS 
  
  SUBJECT: ANIMALS IN COUNTY BUILDINGS POLICY 
 
PP 25-059 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Animals in County 

Buildings Policy for a first and second reading. 
 Moved by: Moss   UNANIMOUS 
 
  SUBJECT: RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY 
 
PP 25-060 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the amended revised 

Risk Management Policy for a first and second reading. 
 Moved by: Moss   UNANIMOUS 
 
PP 25-061 Motion: To leave the first sentence as originally written in motion PP 25-060. 
 Moved by: Moss   PASSED 
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  SUBJECT: APPOINTMENTS TO BOARD AND COMMISSIONS POLICY 
 
PP 25-062 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the amended revised 

Appointments to Boards and Commissions Policy for a first and second reading. 
 Moved by: Moss   UNANIMOUS 
 
PP 25-063 Motion: To amend motion PP 25-062, the last sentence of IV, Procedure, page 65 of the 

packet, that begins “The website”, it should read, “The website should also provide 
general information regarding normal meeting times of the board, commission, or 
authority and a general description of the board, commission, or authority, and include 
relevant bylaws in order that prospective appointees may assess their ability to serve”. 

 Moved by: Miedema   UNANIMOUS 
 
  SUBJECT: HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES UPDATES 

 
1. Veterans Services Department-Jason Schenkel, Director, gave an update. 

 
2. Lakeshore Non-Profit Alliance/Community Spoke-Kendra Spanjer, Director for Ottawa 

County MDHHS and Kory Plockmeyer, Lakeshore Non-Profit Executive Director, gave an 
update. 

 
SUBJECT: COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
1. Prosecutor’s Office 2024 Annual Report-Sarah Matwiejczyk, Prosecuting Attorney, gave the 

2024 Prosecutor’s Office Annual Report. 
 

2. Sheriff’s Office 2024 Annual Report-Eric DeBoer, Sheriff, gave the 2024 Sheriff’s Office Annual 
Report. 

 
SUBJECT: DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
  None. 

   
SUBJECT: PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
1. Becky Patrick-Allendale Township 
2. Shantel Martenal-Park Township 
3. Karen Obits-Spring Lake 

 
SUBJECT: ADJOURNMENT 

 
The chairperson called for adjournment at 12:18 p.m. 


