
PLANNING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 
 
         Approved Minutes 
 
DATE:  March 11, 2025 
 
TIME:  9:00 a.m. 
 
PLACE:  Fillmore Street Complex 
 
PRESENT: Jim Barry, Jordan Jorritsma, Douglas Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Joe Moss, Kendra Wenzel, 

John Teeples, Sylvia Rhodea, Philip Kuyers, Josh Brugger, Allison Miedema.  (11) 
 
   SUBJECT: PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
   None. 

    
SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
PP 25-011 Motion: To approve the agenda of today. 
  Moved by: Moss     UNANIMOUS 
    
  SUBJECT: CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 
  
PP 25-012 Motion: To approve the minutes from the February 11, 2025, Planning and Policy 

Committee Meeting. 
 Moved by: Jorritsma     UNANIMOUS 
 

SUBJECT: GRAND HAVE COURTHOUSE ALTERATIONS 
 
PP 25-013 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the creation of a capital 

project and reallocation of $100,000 for alterations in the Grand Haven Courthouse to 
accommodate department needs. 

 Moved by: Moss   
 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: John Teeples, Joe Moss, Jim Barry, 

Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Jordan 
Jorritsma, Josh Brugger, Phil Kuyers. (11)    

 
SUBJECT: BASS RIVER TRAIL EASEMENT 

 
PP 25-014 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the purchase of an 

easement from Martin Zahl for construction of a portion of the Bass River segment of 
the Idema Explorers Trail at a cost of $6,156. 

 Moved by: Moss 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jim Barry, Josh Brugger, Doug Zylstra, 

Jacob Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, John 
Teeple, Sylvia Rhodea, Phil Kuyers. (11)   
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  SUBJECT: ROSY MOUND EXPANSION PHASE ONE IMPROVEMENTS 
 
PP 25-015 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners an application to the 

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) program for funding assistance to 
construct the Rosy Mound Expansion Phase I Improvements and adoption of the 
required MNRTF resolution. 

 Moved by: Moss 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, Josh 

Brugger, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss, Doug 
Zylstra, John Teeples, Phil Kuyers. (11) 

 
  SUBJECT: IDEMA EXPLORERS TRAIL BASS RIVER SEGMENT PHASE TWO 
 
PP 25-016 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners an application to the 

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) program for funding assistance to 
construct the Bass River Segment Phase 2 of the Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers 
Trail and adoption of the required MNRTF resolution. 

 Moved by: Moss 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: John Teeples, Joe Moss, Allison 

Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, Doug Zylstra, Josh Brugger, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia 
Rhodea, Jordan Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers. (11) 

 
  SUBJECT: UNDERGROUND UTILITY LICENSE AGREEMENT 
 
PP 25-017 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the License Agreement 

to authorize an underground utilities license agreement for West Michigan Park 
Association, VanDyk lot (0 North Park Avenue, Tax ID No. 70-7533273-005), or one 
substantially similar. 

 Moved by: Moss    UNANIMOUS 
 
  SUBJECT: COMMUNICATIONS TOWER LEASE AGREEMENT 
 
PP 25-018 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the lease agreement 

with T-Mobile Central LLC to install their wireless broadband equipment on the County’s 
Johnson Street/Robinson Township Communications Tower. 

 Moved by: Moss 
  

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Josh Brugger, Doug Zylstra, John 
Teeples, Jim Barry, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Jacob 
Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Phil Kuyers. (11) 

  
SUBJECT: LETTER OF INTENT TO PARTNER WITH 123NET, LLC 

 
PP 25-019 Motion: To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the letter of intent with 

123Net to pursue BEAD Grant funding to help expand reliable, open access broadband 
infrastructure to areas of need. 

 Moved by: Moss 



PAGE 3  PLANNING AND POLICY COMMITTEE  3/11/2025 
 

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Doug Zylstra, Josh Brugger, Jordan 
Jorritsma, John Teeples, Jim Barry, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe 
Moss, Kendra Wenzel, Phil Kuyers. (11) 

  
  SUBJECT: HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES UPDATES 

 
1. Department of Veterans Affairs - Jason Schenkel gave a Department of Veterans Affairs 

update. 
 
2. Community Mental Health – Anna Bednarek gave a Community Mental Health update. 
 

SUBJECT: COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

1. Ottawa County Department of Strategic Impact 2024 Annual Report-Paul Sachs, Strategic 
Impact Director, presented the 2024 Department of Strategic Impact Annual Report. 

 
2. Ottawa County Innovation and Technology Department 2024 Annual Report-Paul Klimas, IT 

Director, presented the 2024 Innovation and Technology Department Annual Report. 
 
3. Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Department 2024 Annual Report-Jason Shamblin, 

Parks and Recreation Director, presented the 2024 Parks and Recreation Department 
Annual Report. 

 
4. Ottawa County Department of Public Health 2024 Annual Report-Adeline Hambley, Public 

Health Officer, presented the 2024 Department of Public Health Annual Report. 
 
5. County Administrator Search Update-Gary Rosema, Interim Administrator, Karen Karasinski, 

Fiscal Service Director, and Zac VanOsdol, Assistant Human Resources Director, gave an 
update on the County Administrator Search. 

 
6. Outdoor Discovery Center Update-Dave Nyitray gave an update.  He was scheduled to speak 

at Finance and Administration, but due to this meeting running long, he asked to present at 
this meeting. 
 

  SUBJECT: PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

   None. 
 

SUBJECT: ADJOURNMENT 
 

The chairperson called for adjournment at 12:32 p.m. 


