
APPROVED 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE OTTAWA COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
JANUARY SESSION – 2nd ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

 
The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, January 7, 2025, at 9:05 
a.m. and was called to order by the Chairperson. 
 
The prayer was pronounced by Commissioner Kuyers. 

 
Chairperson Teeples led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
Present at roll call:  Jim Barry, Jordan Jorritsma, Douglas Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Joe 
Moss, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples, Sylvia Rhodea, Philip Kuyers, Josh Brugger, Allison 
Miedema.  (11) 
 
Correspondence 

 
  None. 
 

Public Comments 
 
Public comments were made by the following: 
 
1. Joel Studebaker-Jamestown Township 

2. Brad Durland-Holland Township 

3. Jennifer Jermalowicz-Jones-Spring Lake Township 

4. Teresa White-Robinson Township 

5. Megan Ryan-Holland Township 

6. Michael Johnson-Spring Lake Township 

7. Ann Henriksen-Zeeland 

8. Dick Van Dop-Tallmadge Township  

9. Oliver Shampine-Grand Haven 

10. Michael Kuras-Spring Lake Township 

11. Jim Kuiper-Holland Township 

12. Karen Obits-Spring Lake 

13. Tyler Wagenmaker-Blendon Township 

 

Approval of the Agenda 
 

B/C 25-007 Joe Moss moved to approve the agenda as amended.   
 

The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Jordan Jorritsma, Jim Barry, Joe Moss, 
Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, Jacob Bonnema, Josh Brugger, John Teeples. (9) 
 
Nays:  Allison Miedema and Kendra Wenzel. (2) 
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B/C 25-008 Allison Miedema moved to amend the agenda to remove Item B (2025 Board Rules) 
from an Action Item and make it a Discussion Item. 

 
The motion failed by the following votes:  Nay:  Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Jacob Bonnema, 
Doug Zylstra, Jordan Jorritsma, Josh Brugger, John Teeples. (7) 
 
Yeas:  Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema. (4) 

 
B/C 25-009 Doug Zylstra moved to amend the agenda to add two Action Items, one: to fill a public 

vacancy on the Parks Commission and, two: to fill a public vacancy on the CMH Board. 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Jim Barry, Josh Brugger, Doug Zylstra, 

Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, John Teeples. (7) 
 
 Nays:  Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea. (4) 
 
B/C 25-010 Jacob Bonnema called the question on motion B/C 25-009 at 10:01 a.m. 
  
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, 

Josh Brugger, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss, 
Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, John Teeples. (11) 

 
B/C 25-011 Joe Moss moved to amend the agenda to add an 11A. Commissioner Comments. 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Phil Kuyers, Joe Moss, Allison 

Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, Doug Zylstra, Josh Brugger, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia 
Rhodea, Jordan Jorritsma, John Teeples. (11) 

  
B/C 25-012 Joe Moss moved to amend the agenda to remove Item 8C (Consultation of Legal 

Matter). 
 
 The motion failed by the following votes:  Nays:  Josh Brugger, Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, 

Jim Barry, Jordan Jorritsma, Jacob Bonnema, John Teeples. (7) 
 
 Yeas:  Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel. (4) 
 
B/C 25-013 Josh Brugger called the question on motion B/C 25-012 at 10:28 a.m. 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Doug Zylstra, Josh Brugger, Jordan 

Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe 
Moss, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples. (11) 

 
 Consent Resolutions 

 
None. 
 
Action Requests 
 

B/C 25-014 Josh Brugger moved to appoint long-term and former Ottawa County Sheriff, Gary 
Rosema, as Interim County Administrator until a permanent Administrator is hired by 
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the Board and to authorize John Teeples and Phil Kuyers to negotiate an 
employment/consulting services agreement with Mr. Rosema on terms similar to that 
offered to former Administrator, John Shay in 2022, subject to the Board’s final 
approval.   

 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, Jordan 

Jorritsma, Josh Brugger, Jacob Bonnema, Jim Barry, John Teeples. (7) 
 
 Nays:  Kendra Wenzel, Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema. (4) 
 
B/C 25-015 Joe Moss moved for a 10-minute recess at 11:17 a.m. 
 
 The motion passed. 
 
 Chairperson Teeples called the meeting back to order at 11:27 a.m. 
 
B/C 25-016 Phil Kuyers moved to amend the Rules of the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners as 

set forth in the attached and suggested changes to the edited Rules of the Board of 
Commissioners. 

 
B/C 25-017 Josh Brugger moved for a 30-minute recess at 1:41 p.m. 
 
 The motion passed. 
 
 Chairperson Teeples called the meeting back to order at 2:21 p.m. 
 
B/C 25-018 Doug Zylstra moved to postpone the vote on motion B/C 25-016 until the final copy is 

drafted and presented to the Board for final review. 
 
 The motion passed. 
 
B/C 25-019 Allison Miedema moved to go into a recess at 4:11 p.m. 
 
 The motion passed. 
 
 Chairperson Teeples called the meeting back to order at 4:25 p.m. 
  
B/C 25-020 Joe Moss moved to authorize John Teeples (and his designee) to consult with the 

County attorneys regarding any and all legal matters, including litigation actions, 
involving the County, including about litigation strategies and settlement negotiations.  
All final settlement agreements shall be subject to the approval of the Board and/or the 
Insurance Authority. 

 
B/C 25-021 Joe Moss moved to table motion B/C 25-020 indefinitely. 
 
 The motion passed. 
 
B/C 25-022 Joe Moss moved to approve the Board and Standing Committee Meeting Times. 
 
 The motion passed. 
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 The meetings are as follows: 
  

Planning & Policy Committee  2nd Tuesday 9:00 AM 

Finance & Administration Committee  2nd Tuesday 10:30 AM  

   

Board Meeting  4th Tuesday in January 6:30 PM 

  4th Tuesday in February 9:00 AM 

  4th Tuesday in March 6:30 PM 

  4th Tuesday in April 9:00 AM 

  4th Tuesday in May 6:30 PM 

  4th Tuesday in June 9:00 AM 

  4th Tuesday in July 6:30 PM 

  4th Tuesday in August 9:00 AM 

  4th Tuesday in September 6:30 PM 

  4th Tuesday in October 9:00 AM 

  4th Tuesday in November 6:30 PM 

  4th Tuesday in December 9:00 AM 
 
B/C 25-023 Allison Miedema moved to approve and authorize the Board Chairperson and 

Clerk/Register to sign a Resolution enabling the Ottawa County Treasurer to deposit all 
public funds in approved financial institutions, and execute any necessary contracts for 
the same, for the benefit of Ottawa County. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Jim Barry, Josh Brugger, Doug Zylstra, 

Jacob Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, Phil 
Kuyers, Sylvia Rhodea, John Teeples. (11) 

 
B/C 25-024 Josh Brugger moved to approve and authorize the Board Chairperson and Clerk/Register 

to sign a Resolution enabling the Ottawa County Treasurer to invest and reinvest surplus 
funds in compliance with the current Ottawa County Investment Policy and to execute 
any necessary contracts for the same. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, 

Josh Brugger, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss, 
Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, John Teeples. (11) 

 
B/C 25-025 Jordan Jorritsma moved to approve and authorize the Board Chairperson and 

Clerk/Register to sign a Resolution authorizing the Ottawa County Treasurer to deposit 
and invest drain funds in identified financial institutions and execute necessary related 
contracts for the benefit of the Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Phil Kuyers, Joe Moss, Allison 

Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, Doug Zylstra, Josh Brugger, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia 
Rhodea, Jordan Jorritsma, John Teeples. (11) 

 
B/C 25-026 Phil Kuyers moved to approve and authorize the Board Chairperson and Clerk/Register 

to sign a Resolution authorizing the Ottawa County Treasurer to deposit and invest Road 
Commission funds in identified financial institutions and execute related necessary 
contracts for the benefit of the Ottawa County Road Commission. 
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 The motion passed by the following votes:  Nays:  Josh Brugger, Doug Zylstra, Phil 

Kuyers, Jim Barry, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Jacob 
Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples. (11) 

 
B/C 25-027 Jim Barry moved to approve and authorize the Board Chairperson and Clerk/Register to 

sign a Resolution authorizing the Ottawa County Treasurer to waive administration fees 
and interest for real property taxes paid prior to May 1 by qualified persons, as set forth 
in the Resolution. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Doug Zylstra, Josh Brugger, Jordan 

Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe 
Moss, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples. (11) 

 
B/C 25-028 Doug Zylstra moved to appoint Kelly Rice to fill one (1) Public Seat vacancy on the Parks 

Commission beginning January 1, 2025 and ending December 31, 2027. 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, Jordan 

Jorritsma, Josh Brugger, Jacob Bonnema, Jim Barry, John Teeples. (7) 
 
 Nays:  Kendra Wenzel, Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema. (4) 
 
B/C 25-029 Joe Moss moved to table motion B/C 25-028 because it does not apply with County 

Policy. 
 

The motion failed by the following votes:  Nays:  Jordan Jorritsma, Jim Barry, Doug 
Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, Jacob Bonnema, Josh Brugger, John Teeples. (7) 
 
Yeas:  Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, and Kendra Wenzel. (4) 

 
B/C 25-030 Doug Zylstra moved to appoint Lavonne (Vonnie) VanderZwaag to fill one (1) Public Seat 

vacancy on the Community Mental Health Board beginning January 1, 2025 and ending 
March 31, 2026. 

  
B/C 25-031 Doug Zylstra moved to call the question on motion B/C 25-030 at 5:54 p.m. (2/3rd 

required) 
 

The motion failed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Jacob Bonnema, 
Doug Zylstra, Jordan Jorritsma, Josh Brugger, John Teeples. (7) 
 
Nays:  Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema. (4) 

 
B/C 25-032 Josh Brugger moved to table motion B/C 25-030 until the January 28, 2025, meeting. 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Jim Barry, Josh Brugger, Jacob 

Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, 
Sylvia Rhodea, John Teeples. (10) 

 
 Nays:  Doug Zylstra. (1) 
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Public Comment 
 

1. Sheila Dettloff-Holland Township 

2. David Barnosky-Port Sheldon Township 

3. Becky Patrick-Allendale Township 

 

Online Public Comment 

 

1. Joseph Parnell McCarter-Georgetown Township 

2. Michael Kuras-Spring Lake Township 

 

Commissioner Comments 

 

Commissioners Miedema, Brugger, Barry, Rhodea, and Teeples gave comment. 

 

Adjournment at Call of the Chairperson 
 
  The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 6:36 p.m. 
    
 
 JUSTIN F. ROEBUCK, Clerk/Register  JOHN TEEPLES, Chairperson 

Of the Board of Commissioners   Of the Board of Commissioners 
 
 


