
APPROVED 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE OTTAWA COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
JULY SESSION – FIRST DAY 

 
The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, July 22, 2025, at 6:31 p.m. 
and was called to order by the Chairperson. 
 
The prayer was pronounced by Commissioner Moss. 

 
Chairperson Teeples led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
Present at roll call:  Jim Barry, Jordan Jorritsma, Douglas Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Joe 
Moss, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples, Sylvia Rhodea, Philip Kuyers, Josh Brugger, Allison 
Miedema. (11) 

 
Correspondence 

 
A. Legislative Update-Bob DeVries, GCSI, gave a quarterly update. 
B. New MSU Director-Kai Gritter, MSU Director introduced herself. 

 
Public Comments 
 
Public comments were made by the following: 
 
1. Gin Greenlee-Park Township 

2. Donovan Gomez-Bridgport Township 

3. Bruce Greenlee-Park Township 

4. John Scheid-Allendale Township 

5. Elizabeth Brubaker-Holland Township 

6. Dan Zimmer-Port Sheldon Township 

7. Harvey Nikkel-Georgetown Township 

8. Joel Buck-Georgetown Township 

9. Deb Cizek-Port Sheldon Township 

10. David Barnosky-Port Sheldon Township 

11. Brian Everitt-Holland Township 

12. Barbara Lee VanHorssen-Grand Haven City 

13. Orlando Estrada-City of Holland 

14. Becky Patrick-Allendale Township 

15. Jim Kuiper-Holland Township 

16. Steve Steffes-Polkton Township 

17. Rachel Driscoll-Holland 

18. Karen DeVries-Holland 

19. Karen Obits-Spring Lake 

20. Joan Bailey-Grand Haven 

21. Geri McCaleb-West Olive 

22. Christi Meppelink-Zeeland Township 

23. Curt Meppelink-Zeeland Township 
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24. Shawn Haff-Georgetown Township  

 

Online Public Comments 

 

1. Adrea Hill-Holland Township 

 
Approval of the Agenda 
 

B/C 25-143 Joe Moss moved to approve the agenda.   
 
  The motion passed. 
 

Consent Resolutions 
 

B/C 25-144  Jos Moss moved to approve the following Consent Resolutions: 
 

A. To approve the minutes of the June 24, 2025, Board of Commissioners Meeting.  
 

B. To ratify all contracts for the period of May 22, 2025, to July 17, 2025, currently 
pending on the post-execution ratification list as authorized under Section IV(D)(2) 
of the Ottawa County Contracting Authorization and Form Policy. 

 
C. To approve the Purchase Agreement and the License and Reclamation Agreement 

between the County of Ottawa and Grand Rapids Gravel Company for the 
acquisition of 184.79 acres to expand the Bend Area Open Space, including the 
Seller’s obligations to complete site reclamation consistent with applicable mining 
licenses and Township requirements; to authorize the Parks Director to execute all 
documents necessary to implement the intent of the Board, including closing, 
recording, and reclamation-related documents; and further to approve an increase 
in the budget for Capital Project CP2102 – Bend Area Expansion Acquisition Phase 3 
by $1,179,407.36, with funding allocated equally from the Ottawa County Parks 208 
Fund unencumbered fund balance and the Ottawa County Parks Foundation. 

 
D. To approve the general claims in the amount of $12,774,224.05 as presented by the 

summary report for June 1, 2025, through June 30, 2025. 
 

E. To approve the resolution pledging Ottawa County’s full faith and credit for the 
Nash Creek Intercounty Drain Bonds, in an amount not-to-exceed $4,100,000, with 
Ottawa County responsible for 16% ($656,000) and Kent County responsible for 84% 
($3,444,000) of the total cost. 

 
F. To approve the FY2024 Homeland Security Grant. 

 
G. To approve the 6th District Regional Mutual Aid Agreement that identifies 

Emergency Management mutual aid between the 13 included counties during 
emergency disaster. 

 
H. To approve the contract with Advanced Construction Group for 11 rooftop unit 

replacements totaling $176,000.00. 
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I. To approve the grant agreement with the Michigan Health Endowment Fund, in the 
amount of $200,000, to cover the expense of replacing outdated environmental 
health software. 

 
J. To approve the FY2025 budget adjustments per the attached schedule. 

 
The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Joe Moss, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Jacob 
Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Jordan 
Jorritsma, Josh Brugger, John Teeples. (11) 
 
Action Requests 

 
B/C 25-145 Josh Brugger moved to approve the nomination of Angie Barksdale to the Community 

Corrections Advisory Board Workforce Investment Board Member seat vacancy 
beginning immediately and ending December 31, 2026. 
 
The motion passed.  

 
B/C 25-146 Josh Brugger moved to approve the updated Ottawa County Housing Commission 

bylaws. 
 
 The motion passed.  
 
B/C 25-147 Josh Brugger moved to approve the amended employment agreement with the Interim 

County Administrator. 
 
 Minor clerical errors were approved by a friendly amendment. 
 

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Sylvia Rhodea, Josh Brugger, Doug 
Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, 
Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, John Teeples. (11) 

 
B/C 25-148 Josh Brugger moved to approve the elimination of the Ottawa County motto of “Where 

Freedom Rings.” 
 

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Doug Zylstra, 
Josh Brugger, Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, John Teeples. (7) 
 
Nays: Joe Moss, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Sylvia Rhodea. (4) 

 
B/C 25-149 Joe Moss moved to amend motion B/C 25-148 to eliminate the current Ottawa County 

motto of “Where Freedom Rings” and adopt the Nations motto of “In God We Trust”. 
 
 The motion failed by the following votes: Nays: Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, Josh 

Brugger, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, John 
Teeples. (9) 

 
 Yeas: Sylvia Rhodea and Joe Moss. (2) 

 
 



PAGE 4  BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  7/22/2025 
 

Committee Reports 
 
  None. 
 

Public Comment 
 

1. Geri McCaleb-West Olive 

2. David Barnosky-Port Sheldon Township 

3. Harvey Nikkel-Georgetown Township 

4. Chris Kleinjans-Holland Township 

5. Christi Meppelink-Zeeland Township 

6. Kim Nagy-Georgetown Township 

7. Donovan Gomez-Saginaw County 

 

Online Public Comment 

 

  None. 

 

Discussion Items 

 

None. 

 

Administrator Updates 

 

A. Interim Administrator Gary Rosema gave several updates. 

 

B. Administrator Search update-Interim Deputy Administrator Ron Frantz gave an 

update on the Administrator Search process. 

 

B/C 25-150 Doug Zylstra moved to cancel the Citizens Work Group. 

 

  Doug Zylstra withdrew his motion. 

 

  Several discussions took place on the interview process. 

 

Commissioner Comments 

 

Several Commissioners gave comments. 

 
Adjournment at Call of the Chairperson 

 
  The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 9:52 p.m. 
    
 
 JUSTIN F. ROEBUCK, Clerk/Register  JOHN TEEPLES, Chairperson 

Of the Board of Commissioners   Of the Board of Commissioners 
 
 


