
APPROVED 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE OTTAWA COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
APRIL SESSION – FIRST DAY 

 
The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, April 22, 2025, at 9:00 
a.m. and was called to order by the Chairperson. 
 
The prayer was pronounced by Commissioner Rhodea. 

 
Chairperson Teeples led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
Present at roll call:  Jim Barry, Jordan Jorritsma, Douglas Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Joe 
Moss, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples, Sylvia Rhodea, Philip Kuyers, Josh Brugger, Allison 
Miedema.  (11) 
 
Correspondence 

 
A. Life-Saving Award Presentations-Sheriff DeBoer presented two life-saving awards. 
B. Legislative Update-Bob DeVries, GCSI, gave a legislative update. 

 
Public Comments 
 
Public comments were made by the following: 
 
1. Cindy Mushroe-Spring Lake Township 

2. James Rushcamp-Port Sheldon Township 

3. Diane Madsen-Grand Haven Township 

4. Derrick Muilenburg-Holland Township 

5. Nancy Pochron-Georgetown Township 

6. David Laity-Grand Haven Township 

7. Joseph Parnell McCarter-Georgetown Township 

8. Cindy Terlouw-Park Township 

9. Sheila Dettloff-Holland Township 

10. Becky Patrick-Allendale Township 

11. Mike Haas-West Olive 

12. Judge William Baillargeon-Allegan County District Court Judge 

13. Elizabeth Brubaker-Holland Township 

14. Dan Zimmer-Port Sheldon Township 

15. Chantel Martineau-Park Township 

16. Judith Boogaart-Holland Township 

17. Karen Obits-Spring Lake 

18. Melanie Scholten-Park Township 

19. Deb Cizek-Port Sheldon Township 

20. Joel Studebaker-Jamestown Township 

21. Gwen Veltema Klemm-Holland Township 

22. Kim Nagy-Georgetown Township 

23. Megan Ryan-Holland Township 
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24. Richard Dausman-Wright Township 

25. Ken Schwallier-Wright Township 

26. Barbara Lee VanHorssen-Grand Haven City 

27. David Barnosky-Port Sheldon Township 

28. Geri McCaleb-West Olive 

29. Heather Cors-Holland 

 

Online Public Comments 

 

1. Linda King-Tallmadge Township 

 
Approval of the Agenda 
 

B/C 25-094 Joe Moss moved to approve the agenda as amended.   
 
  The motion passed. 
 
B/C 25-095 Jordan Jorritsma moved to remove Action Item 9I (Campbell Plant) from the agenda. 
 
  The motion passed. 
 

Consent Resolutions 
 
Commissioner Moss requested Consent Item 7J, Chatbot Software, be moved to Action 
Item 9K. 
 

B/C 25-096 Joe Moss moved to approve the following Consent Resolutions: 
 

A. To approve the minutes of the March 25, 2025, Board of Commissioners Meeting.  
 

B. To approve the minutes of the April 10, 2025, Board of Commissioners Work 
Session.  

 
C. To ratify all contracts for the period of March 21, 2025 to April 17, 2025 currently 

pending on the post-execution ratification list as authorized under Section IV(D)(2) 
of the Ottawa County Contracting Authorization and Form Policy. 

 
D. To approve the proposed update to the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation 

Commission Motor Vehicle Permit Schedule to add a discounted rate for veteran 
and active-duty service members annual permits. 

 
E. To approve the general claims in the amount of $15,129,011.70 as presented by the 

summary report for March 1, 2025, through March 31, 2025. 
 

F. To receive for information the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report of the 
County of Ottawa for the Year Ended September 30, 2024. 

 
G. To receive for information the Local Government Retirement System Annual Report 

as required by Public Act 202 of 2017. 
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H. To approve the contract with Dykhouse Construction Inc. for construction services 
as they relate to the Probate Court renovation at the Grand Haven Courthouse for a 
total cost of $72,198.70. 
 

I. To approve a contract for mailing services for election related notices that the 
County Clerk's Office will send to Ottawa County registered voters. 

 
J. To approve the contract with Emphasys Computer Solutions, Inc. for an investment 

software upgrade at a total cost of $108,299. 
 

K. To approve the contract upgrade with SHI for the KnowBe4 cybersecurity awareness 
subscription, increasing our agreement to the Diamond Plan at a cost not-to-exceed 
$190,000 for a term of 3 years with an option to renew for an additional 3 years. 

 
L. To approve the contract with Fidlar Technologies to renew the Register of Deeds 

subscription services for AVID (Recording software), APEX (Vitals software), and 
Bastion (Offsite hosting service) for 3 years at a cost of $127,401 per year. 

 
M. To approve the FY2025 budget adjustments per the attached schedule. 

 
The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Sylvia Rhodea, Josh Brugger, Doug 
Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, 
Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, John Teeples. (11) 
 
Public Hearing 

 
B/C 25-097 Jordan Jorritsma moved to open the Public Hearing at 10:42 a.m. to receive comments 

on the proposed Brownfield Plan Amendment for The Landings at Rush Creek 
development in the City of Hudsonville. 

  
 The motion passed.  
 
B/C 25-098 Joe Moss moved to close the Public Hearing at 10:43 a.m. on the proposed Brownfield 

Plan Amendment for The Landings at Rush Creek development in the City of 
Hudsonville. 

 
 The motion passed. 

 
Action Requests 

 
B/C 25-099 Josh Brugger moved to approve a Brownfield Plan Amendment for The Landings at Rush 

Creek development by LaCati Group LLC in the City of Hudsonville. 
 

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Doug Zylstra, 
Josh Brugger, Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, John Teeples. (7) 
  
Nays: Joe Moss, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Sylvia Rhodea. (4) 
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B/C 25-100 Joe Moss moved to approve the Board Chairperson and the Clerk/Register to sign the 
2025 Ottawa County Equalized values and appoint the Equalization Director to 
represent Ottawa County at State Equalization Hearings. 

 
The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Josh Brugger, Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, 
Jim Barry, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, 
Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples. (11) 

  
B/C 25-101 Joe Moss moved to approve the 2025 Ottawa County Equalized values form 4037C for 

each jurisdiction in the County. 
 

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Doug Zylstra, Josh Brugger, Jordan 
Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe 
Moss, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples. (11) 

 
B/C 25-102 Josh Brugger moved to approve the contract with People Driven Technologies to assist 

the Innovation and Technology Department with planning, designing, and executing the 
upcoming data center refresh and cloud integration initiatives (phase I). 

 
The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jordan Jorritsma, Jim Barry, Allison 
Miedema, Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Phil Kuyers, Jacob 
Bonnema, Josh Brugger, John Teeples. (11) 
 

B/C 25-103 Allison Miedema moved to break at 11:31 a.m. 
 
  The motion passed. 
 
  Chairperson Teeples called the meeting back to order at 11:41 a.m. 
 
B/C 25-104 Jordan Jorritsma moved to approve the amendment to Article I of the Rules of the 

Ottawa County Board of Commissioners paragraph 3 to read as follows: Roberts Rules of 
Order 12th Edition shall govern all questions of procedure not otherwise provided by the 
Rules or by state or federal law, except for section 16.5 which shall instead require a 
3/5th’s majority vote to pass, as amended. 

 
The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Josh Brugger, Doug Zylstra, Jacob 
Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, John Teeples. (7) 
 
Nays: Sylvia Rhodea, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss. (4) 

 
B/C 25-105 Doug Zylstra moved to amend the last sentence of motion B/C 25-104 to require a 

3/5th’s majority vote to pass, not a simple majority vote to pass. 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Kendra Wenzel, Joe Moss, Doug Zylstra, 

Phil Kuyers, Allison Miedema, John Teeples. (6)  
 
 Nays: Sylvia Rhodea, Jordan Jorritsma, Josh Brugger, Jacob Bonnema, Jim Barry. (5) 
 
B/C 25-106 Joe Moss moved to table motion B/C 25-104. 
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The motion failed by the following votes: Nays: Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Jacob Bonnema, 
Jordan Jorritsma, Josh Brugger, John Teeples. (6) 
 
Yeas: Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema. (5) 

 
B/C 25-107 Jordan Jorritsma moved to approve the addition to Article II of the Rules of the Ottawa 

County Board of Commissioners to include Rule 2.8 Commissioner Letterhead to read as 
follows: Commissioners, when communicating using letterhead in their individual 
commissioner capacity, shall use individual letterhead provided by the County 
Administrator’s Office, as amended. 

 
The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, Josh 
Brugger, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss, Phil 
Kuyers, John Teeples. (10) 

  
 Nays: Doug Zylstra. (1) 
 
B/C 25-108 Josh Brugger moved to amend motion B/C 25-107 to read as follows: Commissioners, 

when communicating using letterhead in their individual commissioner capacity, shall 
not use the County logo and should identify themselves as representing their respective 
districts. 

 
 The motion failed for lack of support. 
 
B/C 25-109 Joe Moss moved to amend the letterhead to remove the disclaimer from the bottom 

and include the Commissioners name and district beneath the signature line. 
 

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Josh Brugger, Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, 
Jim Barry, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, 
Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples. (11) 

 
B/C 25-110 Joe Moss moved to accept the attorney’s recommendations as written in the attorney 

client privileged communications to reject the settlement offer by Plaintiff in Zimmer 
case.  

 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Kendra Wenzel, Joe Moss, Doug Zylstra, 

Phil Kuyers, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Jordan Jorritsma, Josh Brugger, Jacob 
Bonnema, Jim Barry, John Teeples. (11)  

 
B/C 25-111 Doug Zylstra moved to go into closed session pursuant to MCL 15.268 (e) to consult with 

corporate counsel regarding trial or settlement strategy in connection with Zimmer v. 
County of Ottawa because an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the 
litigating or settlement position of the county. (2/3rd needed) 

 
The motion failed by the following votes: Nays: Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Sylvia 
Rhodea, Kendra Wenzel, Josh Brugger. (5) 
 
Yeas: Jordan Jorritsma, Jim Barry, Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, Jacob Bonnema, John 
Teeples. (6) 
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B/C 25-112 Allison Miedema moved to table motion B/C 25-110 to discuss the option of closed 
session. 

 
The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Doug Zylstra, Josh Brugger, Jordan 
Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, 
Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples. (10) 
 
Nays: Joe Moss. (1) 

 
B/C 25-113 Allison Miedema moved to approve the resolution to initiate litigation to postpone the 

closure and demolition of the Campbell Plant. 
 

The motion failed by the following votes: Nays: Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Jacob Bonnema, 
Doug Zylstra, Jordan Jorritsma, Josh Brugger, John Teeples. (7) 
 
Yeas: Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema. (4) 

 
B/C 25-114 Sylvia Rhodea moved to amend the resolution to change the last paragraph to read:  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners 
instructs county administration and corporation counsel to advocate and engage in legal 
action to exercise the County’s constitutional right to intervene in the current 
proceedings by initiating litigation to postpone the closing and demolition of the 
Campbell Plant. 

 
 The motion failed by the following votes: Nays: Doug Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Jordan 

Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, John Teeples. (6) 
 
 Yeas:  Sylvia Rhodea, Josh Brugger, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss. (5) 
 
B/C 25-115 Phil Kuyers moved to nominate and appoint David Kroll to the Ottawa County Jury 

Board representing the Republican party for a six (6) year term, beginning May 1, 2025, 
and ending April 30, 2031. 

 
The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, Josh 
Brugger, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss, Doug 
Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, John Teeples. (11) 

 
B/C 25-116 Joe Moss moved to take a break at 1:22 p.m. 
 
 The motion passed. 
 
 Chairperson Teeples called the meeting back to order at 1:32 p.m. 
 
B/C 25-117 Joe Moss moved to approve a 3-year contract with Citibot, Inc. to provide chatbot 

software to the website at a total cost of $96,865. 
 

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Doug Zylstra, 
Josh Brugger, Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, John Teeples. (7) 
  
Nays: Joe Moss, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Sylvia Rhodea. (4) 



PAGE 7  BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  4/22/2025 
 

 Committee Reports 
 

A. Equalization 2024 Annual Report-Brian Busscher, Equalization Director, gave the 
2024 Equalization Annual Report. 

 
B. Public Defender 2024 Annual Report-Phil Sielski, Public Defender, gave the 2024 

Public Defender Annual Report. 
 

C. Treasurer’s Office 2024 Annual Report-Cheryl Clark, Treasurer, gave the 2024 
Treasurer’s Office Annual Report. 

 
Public Comment 

 
  None. 

 

Online Public Comment 

 

  None. 

 

Discussion Items 

 

A. Health & Human Services Department Update Frequency-Phil Kuyers explained the 

reasoning behind the decision on the frequency of the updates.  Discussion took 

place. 

 

Administrator Updates 

 

A. Interim Administrator Gary Rosema gave several updates. 

 

Commissioner Comments 

 

All the Commissioners gave comments. 

 
Adjournment at Call of the Chairperson 

 
  The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 3:10 p.m. 
    
 
 JUSTIN F. ROEBUCK, Clerk/Register  JOHN TEEPLES, Chairperson 

Of the Board of Commissioners   Of the Board of Commissioners 
 
 


