
APPROVED 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE OTTAWA COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
MARCH SESSION – FIRST DAY 

 
The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, March 25, 2025, at 6:30 
p.m. and was called to order by the Chairperson. 
 
The prayer was pronounced by Commissioner Jorritsma. 

 
Chairperson Teeples led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
Present at roll call:  Jim Barry, Jordan Jorritsma, Douglas Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Joe 
Moss, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples, Sylvia Rhodea, Philip Kuyers, Josh Brugger, Allison 
Miedema.  (11) 
 
Correspondence 

 
  None. 
 

Public Comments 
 
Public comments were made by the following: 
 
1. Joel Studebaker-Jamestown Township 

2. Joseph Parnell McCarter-Georgetown Township 

3. Nancy Pochron-Georgetown Township 

4. John DeBlaay-Georgetown Township 

5. Ann Henriksen-Zeeland 

6. Christi Meppelink-Zeeland Township 

7. Donna Mooney-Georgetown Township 

8. Deb Cizek-Port Sheldon Township 

9. Curt Meppelink-Zeeland Township 

 

Approval of the Agenda 
 

B/C 25-071 Joe Moss moved to approve the agenda.   
 
  The motion passed. 
 
B/C 25-072 Allison Miedema motioned to move contracts 2531, 2539, 2550, 2552 and 2564 out of 

Consent Agenda Item C. Post Execution-Ratification of Contracts under Section IV (D) (2) 
of the Ottawa County Contracting Authorizing and Form Policy to five separate action 
items at the end of our agenda. 

 
Motion B/C 25-072 failed by the following votes: Nays: Josh Brugger, Jacob Bonnema, 
Jordan Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, John Teeples. (6) 

 
 Yeas: Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss. (5) 
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B/C 25-073 Josh Brugger called motion B/C 25-072 to question. 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Jacob Bonnema, 

Doug Zylstra, Allison Miedema, Jordan Jorritsma, Josh Brugger, John Teeples. (8) 
  

Nays: Joe Moss, Sylvia Rhodea, Kendra Wenzel. (3) 
 
B/C 25-074 Sylvia Rhodea moved to amend the agenda to include a Commissioner Comments on 

NACO as 13A. and include Commissioner Comments as 13B. 
 
 The motion failed by the following votes: Nays: Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, Josh 

Brugger, Jim Barry, Phil Kuyers, John Teeples. (6) 
 
 Yeas: Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss, Doug Zylstra. (5) 
 

Consent Resolutions 
 
Josh Brugger moved to remove Item 7C, Post-Execution Ratification of Contracts, from 
Consent and move to Action Request Item 8F, Doug Zylstra moved to remove Item 7B, 
Talent and Recruitment Meeting Minutes, from Consent and move to Action Request 
Item 8G. 
 

B/C 25-075 Joe Moss moved to approve the following Consent Resolutions: 
 

A. To approve the minutes of the February 25, 2025, Board of Commissioners Meeting.  
 
B. To approve the creation of a capital project and reallocation of $100,000 for 

alterations in the Grand Haven Courthouse to accommodate department needs. 
 

C. To approve the purchase of an easement from Martin Zahl for construction of a 
portion of the Bass River segment of the Idema Explorers Trail at a cost of $6,156. 

 
D. To approve an application to the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) 

program for funding assistance to construct the Rosy Mound Expansion Phase I 
Improvements and adoption of the required MNRTF resolution. 

 
E. To approve an application to the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) 

program for funding assistance to construct the Bass River Segment Phase 2 of the 
Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail and adoption of the required MNRTF 
resolution. 

 
F. To approve the License Agreement to authorize an underground utilities license 

agreement for West Michigan Park Association, VanDyk lot (0 North Park Avenue, 
Tax ID No. 70-7533273-005), or one substantially similar. 

 
G. To approve the lease agreement with T-Mobile Central LLC to install their wireless 

broadband equipment on the County’s Johnson Street/Robinson Township 
Communications Tower. 
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H. To approve the letter of intent with 123Net to pursue BEAD Grant funding to help 
expand reliable, open access broadband infrastructure to areas of need. 
 

I. To approve the general claims in the amount of $18,707,333.63 as presented by the 
summary report for January 31, 2025 through February 28, 2025. 

 
J. To approve the annual renewal of the Tyler Technologies License and Services 

Agreement Contract for a total cost of $114,911. 
 

K. To approve the Distribution Denial of Services (DDoS) Protection Service Agreement 
with Merit Network, upgrading to a 5-year agreement, terminating and replacing 
the prior 3-year agreement. The initial request includes new equipment, installation, 
and network access along with annual fees for service and support. 

 
L. To approve the request from the Sheriff’s Office to upgrade one Court Services 

Deputy to one Jail Sergeant at the cost of $28,790. 
 

M. To approve the request from Community Mental Health to add the new position of 
1.0 FTE Mental Health Clinician pay grade 10 paid for by grant funds. 

 
N. To approve the request from Community Mental Health to upgrade the position of 

one (1) 1.0 FTE Community Health Worker pay grade 3 to the Community Navigator 
Aide pay grade 7 paid for with grant funds. 

 
O. To approve the request from Community Mental Health to upgrade the position of 

one (1) 1.0 FTE Mental Health Supervisor pay grade 13 to the Director of Crisis 
Services pay grade 15. 

 
P. To approve the FY2025 budget adjustments per the attached schedule. 

 
The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Phil Kuyers, Joe Moss, Allison 
Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Jim Barry, Doug Zylstra, Josh Brugger, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia 
Rhodea, Jordan Jorritsma, John Teeples. (11) 
 
Action Requests 

 
B/C 25-076 Josh Brugger moved to place into the nomination the names of (*indicate 

recommendations from the Appointments & Alignment Committee): 
 
 Ryan Attema  Rubi Garcia  Susan Morris 
 Elizabeth Blanchette Terry Goldberg  Lori Patch 
 Debra Deater  Larry Jackson  Nathan Slauer 
 Laura Doughty  *Christian Kleinjans Mark Stephenson 
 *Paul Duff  Alicia Mannes  *Lavonne Vanderzwaag 
 
 and to select two (2) to fill two (2) General Public vacancies on the Community Mental 

Health Board beginning April 1, 2025, and ending March 31, 2028. 
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Roll Call Vote: 
  
  Rhodea-Duff & Vanderzwaag  Brugger-Kleinjans & Vanderzwaag 
  Zylstra-Kleinjans & Vanderzwaag Bonnema-Duff & Vanderzwaag   

Wenzel-Duff & Vanderzwaag  Miedema-Duff & Vanderzwaag 
  Moss-Duff & Vanderzwaag  Jorritsma-Duff & Vanderzwaag   

Kuyers-Duff & Vanderzwaag  Barry-Duff & Vanderzwaag    
Teeples-Duff & Vanderzwaag 

 
With 9 votes, Paul Duff and with 11 votes, Lavonne Vanderzwaag are both appointed to 
the Ottawa County Community Mental Health Board. 

 
B/C 25-077 Josh Brugger moved to place into the nomination the names of (*indicate 

recommendations from the Appointments & Alignment Committee): 
 
 Jaime Fleming  Larry Jackson  *Rebecca Patrick 
 Heather Gahir  Scott Muellerleile Nathan Slauer 
 
 and to select one (1) to fill one (1) General Public vacancy on the Environmental Health 

Appeals Board beginning immediately and ending December 31, 2026. 
 
 Roll Call Vote: 
  
  Rhodea-Muellerleile  Brugger-Patrick   Zylstra-Patrick 
  Bonnema-Muellerleile  Wenzel-Muellerleile  Miedema-Muellerleile 
  Moss-Muellerleile  Jorritsma-Muellerleile  Kuyers-Patrick 
  Barry-Patrick   Teeples-Patrick 
   

With 6 votes, Scott Muellerleile is appointed to the Ottawa County Environmental 
Health Appeals Board. 

 
B/C 25-078 Josh Bugger moved to place into the nomination the names of (*indicate 

recommendations from the Appointments & Alignment Committee): 
 
 *Jaime Fleming  Larry Jackson  Rebecca Patrick 
 Heather Gahir  Scott Muellerleile Nathan Slauer 
 
 and to select one (1) to fill one (1) General Public vacancy on the Environmental Health 

Appeals Board beginning immediately and ending December 31, 2027. 
 
 Roll Call Vote: 
  
  Rhodea-Fleming Brugger-Fleming Zylstra-Patrick 
  Bonnema-Fleming Wenzel-Fleming Miedema-Fleming 
  Moss-Fleming  Jorritsma-Slauer Kuyers-Patrick 
  Barry-Patrick  Teeples-Patrick 
 

With 6 votes, Jaime Fleming is appointed to the Ottawa County Environmental Health 
Appeals Board. 
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B/C 25-079 Josh Brugger moved to approve the recommendation that the Chair of the Ottawa 
County Board of Commissioners assign an elected official to the “elected official seat” 
on the Materials Management Planning Committee in accordance with Rule 2.3 of the 
Rules of the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners. 

 
The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Josh Brugger, Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, 
Jim Barry, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, 
Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples. (11) 

 
B/C 25-080 Josh Brugger moved to approve the Chairman’s assignment to appoint Commissioner 

Moss to the Elected County Official seat on the Materials Management Planning 
Committee. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Doug Zylstra, Josh Brugger, Jordan 

Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe 
Moss, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples. (11) 

 
B/C 25-081 Joe Moss moved to ratify all contracts for the period of February 23, 2025 to March 20, 

2025 currently pending on the post-execution ratification list as authorized under 
Section IV(D)(2) of the Ottawa County Contracting Authorization and Form Policy. 

 
B/C 25-082 Allison Miedema moved to remove line item #2531 from the Board Ratification list and 

vote on it separately. This is a contract from Public Health with Yellow Lime Creative. 
 
 Allison Miedema withdrew motion B/C 25-082. 
 
B/C 25-083 Allison Miedema moved to remove contracts 2531, 2539, 2550, 2552 and 2564 out of 

the Post Execution-Ratification of Contracts in motion B/C 25-081 and vote on each 
separately. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jim Barry, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, 

Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Jacob Bonnema. (7) 
 
 Nays: Jordan Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Josh Brugger, John Teeples. (4) 
 
B/C 25-084 Josh Brugger moved to approve the amended motion B/C 25-081 to ratify all contracts, 

except contracts 2531, 2539, 2550, 2552 and 2564, for the period of February 23, 2025 
to March 20, 2025 currently pending on the post-execution ratification list as authorized 
under Section IV(D)(2) of the Ottawa County Contracting Authorization and Form Policy. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Kendra Wenzel, Joe Moss, Doug Zylstra, 

Phil Kuyers, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Jordan Jorritsma, Josh Brugger, Jacob 
Bonnema, Jim Barry, John Teeples. (11) 

 
B/C 25-085 Josh Brugger moved to approve Contract 2531 from Public Health with Yellow Lime 

Creative for $34,000. 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Joe Moss, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Jacob 

Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Jordan 
Jorritsma, Josh Brugger, John Teeples. (11) 
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B/C 25-086 Josh Brugger moved to approve Contract 2539 from County Clerk with SOE Software 
Corporation for $68,000. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Sylvia Rhodea, Josh Brugger, Doug 

Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, 
Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, John Teeples. (11) 

 
B/C 25-087 Josh Brugger moved to approve Contract 2550 from Public Health with the Michigan 

Association for Local Public Health (MALPH) for $4500 paid for by grant funds. 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jordan Jorritsma, Josh Brugger, Jim 

Barry, Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, John Teeples. (6) 
  
 Nays: Jacob Bonnema, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss. (5) 
 
B/C 25-088 Josh Brugger moved to call motion B/C 25-087 to question. 
 
 The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Doug Zylstra, Josh Brugger, Jordan 

Jorritsma, Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe 
Moss, Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples. (11) 

 
B/C 25-089 Josh Brugger moved to approve Contract 2552 from Public Health with Sunburst 

Strategies for $8,000. 
 

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Phil Kuyers, Jim Barry, Doug Zylstra, 
Josh Brugger, Jacob Bonnema, Jordan Jorritsma, John Teeples. (7) 
 
Nays: Joe Moss, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Sylvia Rhodea. (4) 

 
B/C 25-090 Josh Brugger moved to call motion B/C 25-089 to question. 
 

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Jordan Jorritsma, Jim Barry, Joe Moss, 
Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, Jacob Bonnema, Josh Brugger, John Teeples. (9) 

 
  Nays: Allison Miedema and Kendra Wenzel. (2) 
 
B/C 25-091 Josh Brugger moved to approve Contract 2564 from Public Defender Office to receive 

$64,542.40 paid for by grant funds. 
  

The motion passed by the following votes: Yeas: Josh Brugger, Doug Zylstra, Phil Kuyers, 
Jim Barry, Joe Moss, Jordan Jorritsma, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, 
Kendra Wenzel, John Teeples. (11) 

 
B/C 25-092 Joe Moss moved to approve the minutes of the December 17, 2024, Talent & 

Recruitment Committee Meeting as amended. 
 
 The motion passed. 
 
B/C 25-093 Doug Zylstra moved to amend the minutes from motion B/C 25-092 by striking all 

comments behind all the ineligible candidates. 
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 The motion passed. 
 
 Committee Reports 
 
 None. 
 

Public Comment 
 

1. Marianne Pritchard-Holland 

2. Darlene Dykstra-Georgetown Township 

3. John DeBlaay-Georgetown Township 

4. Dave Barnosky-Port Sheldon Township 

5. Don Dykstra-Georgetown Township 

6. Christi Meppelink-Zeeland Township 

7. Karen Obits-Spring Lake 

 

Online Public Comment 

 

1. Joseph Parnell McCarter-Georgetown Township 

 

Discussion Items 

 

  None. 

 

Administrator Updates 

 

A. Interim Administrator Gary Rosema gave several updates, and he also gave 

Recognition of the Children’s Advocacy Center and Child Abuse Prevention Month. 

 

Commissioner Comments 

 

All the Commissioners gave comments. 

 
Adjournment at Call of the Chairperson 

 
  The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 10:27 p.m. 
    
 
 JUSTIN F. ROEBUCK, Clerk/Register  JOHN TEEPLES, Chairperson 

Of the Board of Commissioners   Of the Board of Commissioners 
 
 


