
APPROVED 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE OTTAWA COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
DECEMBER SESSION – SECOND DAY 

 
The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners met on Thursday, December 19, 2024, at 
9:04 a.m. and was called to order by the Chairperson. 
 
The prayer was pronounced by Pastor Wagenmaker. 
 
Chairperson Moss led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
Present at roll call:  Gretchen Cosby, Chris Kleinjans, Doug Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Joe 
Moss, Kendra Wenzel, Rebekah Curran, Sylvia Rhodea, Roger Belknap, Roger Bergman, 
Allison Miedema. (11) 

 
Correspondence 
 

  None. 
 

Public Comment 
 
Public comments were made by the following: 
 
1. Sheila Dettloff-Holland Township 

2. Greg DeJong-Allendale Township 

3. Becky Patrick-Allendale Township 

4. Kelly Rice-Crockery Township 

5. Rachel Atwood-Georgetown Township 

6. Joel Studebaker 

7. Greg McClintock-Zeeland 

8. Karen Obits-Spring Lake 

9. Kristi Meppelink-Zeeland Township 

 

Approval of Agenda  

 

B/C 24-236 Sylvia Rhodea moved to break at 9:33 a.m. 

 

  The motion passed. 

 

  Chairperson Moss called the meeting back to order at 9:54 a.m. 

 

B/C 24-237 Sylvia Rhodea moved to amend the agenda to insert an item, Accounts Payable, as Item 

8A. 

 

  The motion passed. 

 

B/C 24-238 Roger Belknap moved to approve the agenda as amended. 
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 The motion passed. 
 
 Consent Resolutions 
 
 Commissioner Miedema requested to remove 7W from Consent and move to Agenda 

and Action Requests. 
 
 Commissioner Zylstra requested to remove 7F, 7J, 7M, 7N, 7S, 7AA, and 7AB from 

Consent and move to Agenda and Action Requests. 
 
 Commissioner Bergman requested to remove 7E and 7P from Consent and move to 

Agenda and Action Requests. 
 
B/C 24-239 Rebekah Curran moved to approve the following Consent Resolutions. 
 

A. To approve the minutes of the November 26, 2024, Board of Commissioners 
meeting and the December 10, 2024 Board of Commissioners Meeting. 
 

B. To ratify all contracts for the period of December 1, 2024 to December 19, 2024 
currently pending on the post-execution ratification list as authorized under 
Section IV(D)(2) of the Ottawa County Contracting Authorization and Form 
Policy. 

 
C. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 

Interview Subcommittee): 
 

Eligible Applicants: 
 
  *Michael Bronkema 
  Scott Muellerleile 
 

and to select Michael Bronkema to fill one (1) Agricultural Seat vacancy on the 
Agricultural Preservation Board beginning January 1, 2025 and ending 
December 31, 2027. 

 
D. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 

Interview Subcommittee): 
 
  Eligible Applicants: 
 
  *Kelly Goward 
  Jennifer Jermalowicz-Jones 
 

and to select Kelly Goward to fill one (1) Local Conservation Seat vacancy on the 
Agricultural Preservation Board beginning January 1, 2025 and ending 
December 31, 2027. 

 
E. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 

Interview Subcommittee): 
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Eligible Applicants: 
 
  *Molly Brouwer 
  Pete Vissar 
 
  Ineligible Applicants: 
 
  Cynthia Scholten 
 

and to select Molly Brouwer to fill one (1) Public Sector Seat vacancy on the 
Ottawa County Community Action Agency Advisory Board beginning January 1, 
2025 and ending December 31, 2027. 

 
F. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 

Interview Subcommittee): 
 
  Eligible Applicants: 
 
  *Paula Creswell 
  

and to select Paula Creswell to fill one (1) Business Community Seat vacancy on 
the Ottawa County Community Corrections Advisory Board beginning January 1, 
2025 and ending December 31, 2026. 

  
G. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 

Interview Subcommittee): 
 
  Eligible Applicants: 
 
  *Anna White 
  Christine Tober 
 

and to select Anna White to fill one (1) Defense Attorney Seat vacancy on the 
Ottawa County Community Corrections Advisory Board beginning January 1, 
2025 and ending December 31, 2026. 

 
H. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 

Interview Subcommittee): 
  

Eligible Applicants: 
  
  *Caleb Worpel 
 

and to select Caleb Worpel to fill one (1) Media Sector seat vacancy on the 
Ottawa County Community Corrections Advisory Board beginning January 1, 
2025 and ending December 31, 2026. 

 
I. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 

Interview Subcommittee): 
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  Eligible Applicants: 
 
  *Kelly Boeve 
  *Tim Piers 
 

and to select Kelly Boeve and Tim Piers to fill two (2) Service Area Seat vacancies 
on the Ottawa County Community Corrections Advisory Board beginning 
January 1, 2025 and ending December 31, 2026. 
 

J. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 
Interview Subcommittee): 
 
Eligible Applicants: 
 
*Randy Kortering 
Benjamin Genser 
 
and to select Randy Kortering to fill one (1) Private Sector vacancy on the 
Ottawa County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy Committee 
beginning January 1, 2025 and ending December 31, 2025. 
 

K. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 
Interview Subcommittee): 
 
Eligible Applicants: 
 
*Curtis Carini 
*David Kraker 
*George Pio 
 
and to select Curtis Carini, David Kraker, and George Pio to fill three (3) Ottawa 
County Environmental Health Appeals Board Seat vacancies on the Ottawa 
County Environmental Health Appeals Board beginning October 18, 2024 and 
ending December 31, 2027. 
 

L. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 
Interview Subcommittee): 
 
Eligible Applicants: 
 
*Sarah Bowman 
  
and to select Sarah Bowman to fill one (1) AG/Conservation Technical Assistance 
Seat vacancy on the Ottawa County Groundwater Board beginning October 17, 
2024 and ending December 31, 2026. 
 

M. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 
Interview Subcommittee): 
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Eligible Applicants: 
 
*Scott Muellerleile 
  
and to select Scott Muellerleile to fill one (1) Local Business/Agriculture Seat 
vacancy on the Ottawa County Groundwater Board beginning January 1, 2025 
and ending December 31, 2027. 
 

N. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 
Interview Subcommittee): 
 
Eligible Applicants: 
 
*Dean Smith 
  
and to select Dean Smith to fill one (1) Local Unit of Government Seat vacancy 
on the Ottawa County Groundwater Board beginning January 1, 2025 and 
ending December 31, 2027. 
 

O. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 
Interview Subcommittee): 
 
Eligible Applicants: 
 
*Curtis Carini 
Lacey Bereza 
Kelly Kuiper 
  
and to select Curtis Carini to fill one (1) Real Estate/Development Seat vacancy 
on the Ottawa County Groundwater Board beginning January 1, 2025 and 
ending December 31, 2027. 
 

P. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 
Interview Subcommittee): 
 
Eligible Applicants: 
 
*Pat Staskiewicz 
  
and to select Pat Staskiewicz to fill one (1) Utilities/Engineering Seat vacancy on 
the Ottawa County Groundwater Board beginning January 1, 2025 and ending 
December 31, 2027. 
 

Q. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 
Interview Subcommittee): 
 
Eligible Applicants: 
 
*Amanda Murray 
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Ineligible Applicants: 
 

Benjamin Genser 
  
and to select Amanda Murray to fill one (1) Representative OC Econ. Dev. Corp. 
Seat vacancy on the Ottawa County Land Bank Authority beginning January 1, 
2025 and ending December 31, 2030. 
 

R. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 
Interview Subcommittee): 
 
Eligible Applicants: 
 
*Laurie Van Haitsma 
Thomas Oonk 
  
Ineligible Applicants: 
 

 Lacey Bereza 
Larry Jackson 
Scott Muellerleile 

  
and to select Laurie Van Haitsma to fill one (1) Township Representative Seat 
vacancy on the Ottawa County Land Bank Authority beginning January 1, 2025 
and ending December 31, 2030. 
 

S. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 
Interview Subcommittee): 
 
Eligible Applicants: 
 
*Kenneth Styles 
Gregory Carlson 
David Chesney 
Dustin Parlin 
Richard Jakubczak 
Steve Skodack 
Benjamin Terpsma 
Richard Van Dop 
Caleb Worpel 
  
Ineligible Applicants: 

 
   Larry Jackson  

  
and to select Kenneth Styles to fill one (1) War Veteran Seat vacancy on the 
Ottawa County Veterans Services Committee beginning January 1, 2025 and 
ending December 31, 2028. 
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T. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 
Interview Subcommittee): 
 
Eligible Applicants: 
 
*Gregory Carlson 
Steven Barnes  
David Chesney 
Richard Jakubczak 
Kenneth Styles 
  
Ineligible Applicants: 
 
Dustin Parlin 
  
and to select Gregory Carlson to fill one (1) War Veteran Seat vacancy on the 
Ottawa County Veterans Services Committee beginning January 1, 2025 and 
ending December 31, 2028. 
 

U. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 
Interview Subcommittee): 
 
Eligible Applicants: 

 
*Benjamin Fogg 
   
Ineligible Applicants: 
 
Craig Dunlap 
  
and to select Benjamin Fogg to fill one (1) Member Seat vacancy on the West 
Michigan Airport Authority beginning January 1, 2025 and ending December 31, 
2025. 
 

V. To place into nomination the names of (*indicates recommendation from the 
Interview Subcommittee): 
 
Eligible Applicants: 
 
*Benjamin Genser 
  
and to select Benjamin Genser to fill one (1) Member Seat vacancy on the West 
Michigan Regional Planning Commission beginning January 1, 2025 and ending 
December 31, 2025. 

 
The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Roger Belknap, Rebekah Curran, 
Gretchen Cosby, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Allison 
Miedema, Chris Kleinjans, Roger Bergman, Joe Moss. (11) 
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Agenda and Action Requests 
 
B/C 24-240 Gretchen Cosby moved to approve the general claims in the amount of $324,408.00 as 

presented by the summary report for December 19, 2024. 
 
B/C 24-241 Roger Belknap moved to recess at 10:08 a.m.  
 
  The motion passed. 
 
  Chairperson Moss called the meeting back to order at 10:14 a.m. 
   

Motion B/C 24-240 passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Gretchen Cosby, Kendra 
Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Rebekah Curran, Roger Belknap, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss. (7) 
 
Nays:  Roger Bergman, Doug Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Chris Kleinjans. (4) 

 
B/C 24-242 Sylvia Rhodea moved to recess at 10:24 a.m. 
 
  The motion passed. 
 
  Chairperson Moss called the meeting back to order at 10:34 a.m. 
   
B/C 24-243 Allison Miedema moved to approve and authorize the Board Chair and Clerk/Register to 

sign the Separation and Release Agreement with Jordan Epperson pursuant to MCL 
15.270(5). 

 
B/C 24-244 Jacob Bonnema moved to hear the assessment from our HR attorney, Nate Wolf. 
 
 The motion failed by the following votes:  Nays:  Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, 

Gretchen Cosby, Sylvia Rhodea, Roger Belknap, Joe Moss. (6) 
 
 Yeas:  Jacob Bonnema, Chris Kleinjans, Roger Bergman, Rebekah Curran, Doug Zylstra. 

(5) 
 

Motion B/C 24-243 passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Roger Belknap, Rebekah 
Curran, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Gretchen Cosby, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss. (7) 
 
Nays:  Doug Zylstra, Roger Bergman, Jacob Bonnema, Chris Kleinjans. (4) 

 
B/C 24-245 Kendra Wenzel moved to approve and authorize the Board Chair and Clerk/Register to 

sign the Separation and Release Agreement with Benjamin Wetmore pursuant to MCL 
15.270(5). 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Roger Belknap, Gretchen Cosby, Sylvia 

Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Joe Moss. (6) 
 
 Nays:  Roger Bergman, Doug Zylstra, Rebekah Curran, Chris Kleinjans, Jacob Bonnema. 

(5) 
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B/C 24-246 Kendra Wenzel moved to approve and authorize the Board Chair and Clerk/Register to 
sign the Amended Separation and Release Agreement with Jordan Epperson. 

 
B/C 24-247 Roger Bergman moved to change the termination date under the first whereas to today 

instead of January 1, 2025. 
 

The motion failed by the following votes:  Nays:  Roger Belknap, Gretchen Cosby, Allison 
Miedema, Sylvia Rhodea, Kendra Wenzel, Joe Moss. (6) 
 
Yeas:  Doug Zylstra, Roger Bergman, Chris Kleinjans, Jacob Bonnema, Rebekah Curran. 
(5) 
 
Motion B/C 24-246 passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Gretchen Cosby, Allison 
Miedema, Rebekah Curran, Sylvia Rhodea, Kendra Wenzel, Roger Belknap, Joe Moss. (7) 
 
Nays:  Chris Kleinjans, Doug Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Roger Bergman. (4) 

 
B/C 24-248 Kendra Wenzel moved to approve and authorize the Board Chair and Clerk/Register to 

sign the Amended Separation and Release Agreement with Benjamin Wetmore. 
 
B/C 24-249 Roger Bergman moved to change the termination date under the first whereas to today 

instead of January 1, 2025. 
 
 The motion failed by the following votes:  Nays:  Kendra Wenzel, Rebekah Curran, Roger 

Belknap, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Gretchen Cosby, Joe Moss. (7) 
 
 Yeas:  Doug Zylstra, Chris Kleinjans, Roger Bergman, Jacob Bonnema. (4) 
 
 Motion B/C 24-248 passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Roger Belknap, Rebekah 

Curran, Gretchen Cosby, Sylvia Rhodea, Kendra Wenzel, Allison Miedema, Joe Moss. (7) 
 
 Nays:  Jacob Bonnema, Doug Zylstra, Chris Kleinjans, Roger Bergman. (4) 
 
B/C 24-250 Allison Miedema moved for a recess at 11:10 a.m. 
 
 The motion passed. 
 
 Chairperson Moss called the meeting back to order at 11:25 a.m. 
 
B/C 24-251 Joe Moss moved to amend the agenda to add two items to be considered by the Board 

that will be titled, Order of the Board of Commissioners. 
 
 The motion passed. 
 
B/C 24-252  Allison Miedema moved to approve and authorize the Board Chairperson and 

Clerk/Register to sign the Order, pursuant to MCL 48.40, that the Ottawa County 
Treasurer or her designee shall immediately approve and process all remaining 
payments, including, but not limited to, ACH payments, due and owing to Jordan 
Epperson pursuant to Paragraph 4 of the Amended Separation and Release Agreement 
(by and between the County of Ottawa an Jordan Epperson). 
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B/C 24-253 Chris Kleinjans moved to table this Order. 
 
 The motion failed by the following votes:  Nays:  Gretchen Cosby, Kendra Wenzel, 

Allison Miedema, Rebekah Curran, Roger Belknap, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss. (7) 
 

Yeas:  Roger Bergman, Doug Zylstra, Jacob Bonnema, Chris Kleinjans. (4) 
 
Motion B/C 24-252 passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Allison Miedema, Kendra 
Wenzel, Gretchen Cosby, Sylvia Rhodea, Rebekah Curran, Roger Belknap, Joe Moss. (7) 
 
Nays:  Jacob Bonnema, Chris Kleinjans, Roger Bergman, Doug Zylstra. (4) 

 
B/C 24-254 Allison Miedema moved to approve and authorize the Board Chairperson and 

Clerk/Register to sign the Order, pursuant to MCL 48.40, that the Ottawa County 
Treasurer or her designee shall immediately approve and process all remaining 
payments, including, but not limited to, ACH payments, due and owing to Jordan 
Epperson pursuant to Paragraph 4 of the Amended Separation and Release Agreement 
(by and between the County of Ottawa an Jordan Epperson). 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Roger Belknap, Rebekah Curran, 

Allison Miedema, Kendra Wenzel, Gretchen Cosby, Sylvia Rhodea, Joe Moss. (7) 
 
 Nays:  Doug Zylstra, Roger Bergman, Jacob Bonnema, Chris Kleinjans. (4) 
 
B/C 24-255 Kendra Wenzel moved to approve and authorize the Board Chairperson/Clerk to sign an 

agreement with Protect Life Michigan for County Pregnancy Resources and to 
appropriate a grant for Pregnancy Resources Assistance to Protect Life Michigan in the 
amount of $227,270 per year for two (2) years out of Board Initiatives for a total of 
$445,540.00 as amended. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Roger Bergman, Roger Belknap, 

Gretchen Cosby, Allison Miedema, Jacob Bonnema, Sylvia Rhodea, Rebekah Curran, 
Kendra Wenzel, Joe Moss. (9) 

 
 Nays:  Doug Zylstra and Chris Kleinjans. (2) 
 
B/C 24-256 Sylvia Rhodea moved to amend motion B/C 24-255 on page 514 to add a budget item to 

the contract of $50,000 for Housing and Resources. 
  

The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Roger Bergman, Doug Zylstra, Roger 
Belknap, Gretchen Cosby, Rebekah Curran, Sylvia Rhodea, Allison Miedema, Jacob 
Bonnema, Kendra Wenzel, Joe Moss. (10) 
 
Nays:  Chris Kleinjans.  (1) 

 
B/C 24-257 Allison Miedema moved to break at 12:43 p.m.  
 
  The motion passed. 
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  Chairperson Moss called the meeting back to order at 1:03 p.m. 
 
B/C 24-258 Kendra Wenzel moved to re-approve and authorize the Board Chairperson/Clerk to sign 

an agreement with a corrected total with Protect Life Michigan for County Pregnancy 
Resources and to appropriate a grant for Pregnancy Resources Assistance to Protect Life 
Michigan in the amount of $227,270 per year for two (2) years out of Board Initiatives 
for a total of $454,540.00 as amended. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes:  Yeas:  Gretchen Cosby, Allison Miedema, 

Rebekah Curran, Sylvia Rhodea, Doug Zylstra, Kendra Wenzel, Roger Belknap, Jacob 
Bonnema, Roger Bergman, Joe Moss. (10) 

 
 Nays:  Chris Kleinjans. (1) 
 
B/C 24-259 Allison Miedema moved, as amended, to place into nomination the names of (*indicates 

recommendation from the Interview Subcommittee): 
 

Eligible Applicants: 
 

*Jennifer Jermalowicz-Jones 
*Sara Pearson 
David Wardwell 

 
Ineligible Applicants: 

 
Scott Muellerleile 

  
and to select Jennifer Jermalowicz-Jones and Sara Pearson to fill two (2) Scientific 
Community Seat vacancy on the Ottawa County Groundwater Board beginning January 
1, 2025 and ending December 31, 2027 as amended. 
 
The amended motion passed by the following votes:    
Roger Belknap – Jermalowicz-Jones and Pearson 
Rebekah Curran - Jermalowicz-Jones and Pearson 
Gretchen Cosby - Jermalowicz-Jones and Pearson 
Jacob Bonnema – Pearson and Wardwell 
Sylvia Rhodea - Jermalowicz-Jones and Pearson  
Doug Zylstra - Jermalowicz-Jones and Pearson  
Kendra Wenzel - Jermalowicz-Jones and Pearson 
Allison Miedema - Jermalowicz-Jones and Pearson 
Chris Kleinjans – Pearson and Wardwell 
Roger Bergman – Pearson and Wardwell 
Joe Moss - Jermalowicz-Jones and Pearson 

  
With 8 votes, Jennifer Jermalowicz-Jones and with 11 votes, Sara Pearson are both 
appointed to the Ottawa County Groundwater Board. 
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B/C 24-260 Allison Miedema moved to amend motion B/C 24-259 for the Ottawa County 
Groundwater Board – Scientific Community Seat to the following: place into nomination 
the names of (*indicates recommendation from the Interview Subcommittee): 

 
Eligible Applicants: 

 
*Jennifer Jermalowicz-Jones 
*Sara Pearson 
David Wardwell 

 
Ineligible Applicants: 

 
Scott Muellerleile 

  
and to select Jennifer Jermalowicz-Jones and Sara Pearson to fill two (2) Scientific 
Community Seat vacancy on the Ottawa County Groundwater Board beginning January 
1, 2025 and ending December 31, 2027. 

 
 The motion passed by unanimously. 
 
B/C 24-261 Roger Belknap moved to place into nomination the names of (*indicates 

recommendation from the Interview Subcommittee): 
 
 Eligible Applicants: 
 
 *Jared Schuitema 
 *Joel Studebaker 
 *Dan Winiarski 
 Robert DeVries 
 

and to select Jared Schuitema, Joel Studebaker, and Dan Winiarski to fill three (3) 
Member Seat vacancies on the Ottawa County Building Authority beginning January 1, 
2025 and ending December 31, 2027. 
 
The motion passed by the following votes:    
 
Roger Belknap – Schuitema, Studebaker and Winiarski 
Rebekah Curran - Schuitema, Winiarski and DeVries 
Gretchen Cosby - Schuitema, Studebaker and Winiarski 
Jacob Bonnema – Schuitema, Winiarski and DeVries 
Sylvia Rhodea - Schuitema, Studebaker and Winiarski 
Doug Zylstra - Schuitema, Studebaker and Winiarski 
Kendra Wenzel - Schuitema, Studebaker and Winiarski 
Allison Miedema - Schuitema, Studebaker and Winiarski 
Chris Kleinjans – Schuitema, Studebaker and Winiarski 
Roger Bergman – Schuitema, Studebaker and DeVries 
Joe Moss - Schuitema, Studebaker and Winiarski 

  
With 11 votes, Jared Schuitema, with 9 votes, Joel Studebaker and with 10 votes, Dan 
Winiarski are all appointed to the Ottawa County Building Authority. 
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B/C 24-262 Kendra Wenzel moved to place into nomination the names of (*indicates 
recommendation from the Interview Subcommittee): 

 
 Eligible Applicants: 
 
 *Alison El-Cassabgui 
 Alexandra Darland 
 Randy Kortering 
 Susan Ouellette 
 Cynthia Scholten 
 
 Ineligible Applicants: 
 
 Larry Jackson 
 Pete Vissar 
 

and to select Alison El-Cassabgui to fill one (1) Private Sector Seat vacancy on the 
Ottawa County Community Action Agency Advisory Board beginning January 1, 2025 
and ending December 31, 2027 as amended. 

 
  The motion passed by the following votes:   
 

Roger Belknap – El-Cassabgui 
Rebekah Curran - El-Cassabgui 
Gretchen Cosby - El-Cassabgui 
Jacob Bonnema – El-Cassabgui 
Sylvia Rhodea - El-Cassabgui 
Doug Zylstra - El-Cassabgui 
Kendra Wenzel - El-Cassabgui 
Allison Miedema - El-Cassabgui 
Chris Kleinjans – El-Cassabgui 
Roger Bergman – El-Cassabgui 
Joe Moss - El-Cassabgui 

      
With 11 votes, Alison El-Cassabgui is appointed to the Ottawa County Community Action 
Agency Advisory Board. 

 
B/C 24-263 Doug Zylstra moved to remove the line behind Larry Jackson’s name, no show/no 

explanation, of number 7. 
 

The motion passed unanimously. 
 
B/C 24-264 Allison Miedema moved to place into nomination the names of (*indicates 

recommendation from the Interview Subcommittee): 
 
 Eligible Applicants: 
 
 *Amanda Sheffield 
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Ineligible Applicants: 
 
 Larry Jackson 
  
 and to select Amanda Sheffield to fill one (1) General Public Seat vacancy on the Ottawa 

County Community Corrections Advisory Board beginning January 1, 2025 and ending 
December 31, 2026 as amended. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes:   
 

Roger Belknap – Sheffield 
Rebekah Curran - Sheffield 
Gretchen Cosby – Sheffield 
Jacob Bonnema - Sheffield 
Sylvia Rhodea - Sheffield 
Doug Zylstra - Sheffield 
Kendra Wenzel - Sheffield 
Allison Miedema - Sheffield 
Chris Kleinjans – Sheffield 
Roger Bergman – Sheffield 
Joe Moss - Sheffield 

   
 With 11 votes, Amanda Sheffield is appointed to the Ottawa County Community 

Corrections Advisory Board. 
 
B/C 24-265 Doug Zylstra moved to remove the line behind Larry Jackson’s name, no show/no 

explanation, on remaining motions. 
 

The motion passed unanimously. 
  
B/C 24-266 Allison Miedema moved to place into nomination the names of (*indicates 

recommendation from the Interview Subcommittee): 
 

Eligible Applicants: 
 

*Peggy Fakler 
Robert Davis 
Debra Deater 
Leah Fountain 
Mark Stephenson 
Melissa Warthen 

 
Ineligible Applicants: 

 
Mickayla Pastor-Did not interview 

 
and to select Peggy Fakler to fill one (1) Member Seat K vacancy on the Ottawa County 
Community Mental Health Board beginning November 7, 2024 and ending March 31, 
2027. 
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The motion passed by the following votes:   
 
Roger Belknap – Fakler 
Rebekah Curran - Fakler 
Gretchen Cosby – Fakler 
Jacob Bonnema - Fakler 
Sylvia Rhodea - Fakler 
Doug Zylstra - Fakler 
Kendra Wenzel - Fakler 
Allison Miedema - Fakler 
Chris Kleinjans – Fakler 
Roger Bergman – Fakler 
Joe Moss - Fakler 
 
With 11 votes, Peggy Fakler is appointed to the Ottawa County Community Mental 
Health Board. 

 
B/C 24-267 Kendra Wenzel moved to place into nomination the names of (*indicates 

recommendation from the Interview Subcommittee): 
 

Eligible Applicants: 
 

*Robert Davis 
Ryan Attema 
Judith Cohen 
Kristi Drooger 
Debra Deater 
Peggy Fakler 
Leah Fountain 
Mark Stephenson 
Lavonne (Vonnie) Vanderzwaag 

   
and to select Robert Davis to fill one (1) Member Seat L vacancy on the Ottawa County 
Community Mental Health Board beginning May 28, 2024 and ending March 31, 2026. 

 
The motion passed by the following votes:   
 
Roger Belknap – Davis 
Rebekah Curran - Davis 
Gretchen Cosby – Davis 
Jacob Bonnema - Vanderzwaag 
Sylvia Rhodea - Davis 
Doug Zylstra - Vanderzwaag 
Kendra Wenzel - Davis 
Allison Miedema - Davis 
Chris Kleinjans – Vanderzwaag 
Roger Bergman – Vanderzwaag 
Joe Moss - Davis 
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With 7 votes, Robert Davis is appointed to the Ottawa County Community Mental 
Health Board. 

 
B/C 24-268 Kendra Wenzel moved to place into nomination the names of (*indicates 

recommendation from the Interview Subcommittee): 
 

Eligible Applicants: 
  

*Benjamin Genser 
Elizabeth Butler 
Rachel Donaldson 
Scott Muellerleile 
Anne Sailers 
Cynthia Scholten 

  
and to select Benjamin Genser to fill one (1) Director Seat vacancy on the Ottawa 
County Comprehensive Economic Development Corporation & Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority beginning January 1, 2025 and ending December 31, 2030. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes:   
 

Roger Belknap – Genser 
Rebekah Curran - Genser 
Gretchen Cosby – Genser 
Jacob Bonnema - Genser 
Sylvia Rhodea - Genser 
Doug Zylstra - Sailers 
Kendra Wenzel - Genser 
Allison Miedema - Genser 
Chris Kleinjans – Genser 
Roger Bergman – Butler 
Joe Moss - Genser 

 
 With 9 votes, Benjamin Genser is appointed to the Ottawa County Comprehensive 

Economic Development Corporation & Brownfield Redevelopment Authority. 
 
B/C 24-269 Kendra Wenzel moved to place into nomination the names of (*indicates 

recommendation from the Interview Subcommittee): 
 

Eligible Applicants: 
 

*David Kraker 
David Creswell 
Derrick Muillenburg 
Cynthia Scholten 

  
Ineligible Applicants: 

 
Larry Jackson 
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and to select David Kraker to fill one (1) At-Large Seat vacancy on the Ottawa County 
Groundwater Board beginning January 1, 2025 and ending December 31, 2027 as 
amended. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes:   
 

Roger Belknap – Kraker 
Rebekah Curran - Kraker 
Gretchen Cosby – Kraker 
Jacob Bonnema - Kraker 
Sylvia Rhodea - Kraker 
Doug Zylstra - Kraker 
Kendra Wenzel - Kraker 
Allison Miedema - Kraker 
Chris Kleinjans – Kraker 
Roger Bergman – Kraker 
Joe Moss - Kraker 

  
 With 11 votes, David Kraker is appointed to the Ottawa County Groundwater Board. 
 
B/C 24-270 Kendra Wenzel moved to place into nomination the names of (*indicates 

recommendation from the Interview Subcommittee): 
 

Eligible Applicants: 
 

*Martin Harris 
Fred Cizauskas 
Justin Drooger 
Jane Fraunheim 
Nathan Hoekstra 
James Kober 
Joseph Kowalkowski 
Kelly Kuiper 
Scott Muellerleile 
Malaythong Phan 
Kelly Rice 
Cynthia Scholten 
Eric Shake 
Joseph Sierawski 

  
and to select Martin Harris to fill one (1) Public Seat vacancy on the Ottawa County 
Parks & Recreation Commission beginning January 1, 2025 and ending December 31, 
2027. 

 
 The motion passed by the following votes:   
 

Roger Belknap – Harris 
Rebekah Curran - Harris 
Gretchen Cosby – Harris 
Jacob Bonnema - Harris 
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Sylvia Rhodea - Harris 
Doug Zylstra - Rice 
Kendra Wenzel - Harris 
Allison Miedema - Harris 
Chris Kleinjans – Rice 
Roger Bergman – Rice 
Joe Moss - Harris 
 
With 8 votes, Martin Harris is appointed to the Ottawa County Parks & Recreation 
Commission. 

 
B/C 24-271 Allison Miedema moved to place into nomination the names of (*indicates 

recommendation from the Interview Subcommittee): 
 

Eligible Applicants: 
 

*James Miedema 
Robert DeVries 
Thomas Elhart 

  
Ineligible Applicants: 

 
Troy Goodno 
Larry Jackson  

  
and to select James Miedema to fill one (1) Member Seat vacancy on the Ottawa County 
Road Commission beginning January 1, 2025 and ending December 31, 2030 as 
amended. 
 
The motion passed by the following votes:   
 
Roger Belknap – Miedema 
Rebekah Curran - Miedema 
Gretchen Cosby – Miedema 
Jacob Bonnema - Miedema 
Sylvia Rhodea - Miedema 
Doug Zylstra - Miedema 
Kendra Wenzel - Miedema 
Allison Miedema - Miedema 
Chris Kleinjans – Miedema 
Roger Bergman – Miedema 
Joe Moss – Miedema 
 
With 11 votes, James Miedema is appointed to the Ottawa County Road Commission. 

 
Committee Reports 

  
  None. 
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Public Comment 
 

1. Adeline Hambley – Ottawa County Health Officer 

2. Monique Hanson – Spring Lake 

3. Karen Obitz – Spring Lake 

4. Becky Patrick – Allendale 

5. Aaron Jay Compagner – Jamestown Township 

6. Shantell Martineau – Park Township 

 

Online Public Comment 

 

1. Michal Wetmore – Grand Ledge 

2. Joseph Parnell McCarter – Georgetown Township 

3. Meegan Pope Zickus – Not Given 

4. Michael Kuras – Not Given 

 

Additional Business 

 

A. Administrator’s Report-Ben Wetmore, Interim County Administrator, gave the 
Administrator update. 
 

B. Chairman’s Update-Chairperson Moss did not have an update. 
 

C. Appointment to Housing Commission by Chairman Moss – Chairperson Moss 
reappointed Jared Schuitema to the Housing Commission for another term. 

 
B/C 24-272 Kendra Wenzel moved for a recess at 2:05 p.m. 
 
  The motion passed. 
 
  Chairperson Moss called the meeting back to order at 9:01 a.m. on December 31, 2024.  

 
Adjournment at Call of the Chairperson 

 
  The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 9:01 a.m. 
    
  

JUSTIN F. ROEBUCK, Clerk/Register  JOE MOSS, Chairperson 
Of the Board of Commissioners   Of the Board of Commissioners 

 
 


